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Welcome to the
Spring/Summer
2011 edition of
News & Views.
We’ve had our fair
share of snow in
Buffalo this past winter, so I’m
thrilled that spring is here! The
trees are starting to bud, flowers
are blooming, and the amount of
daylight is increasing. Praise God!
This edition of News & Views
has been centered specifically
around ministry and outreach. May
these articles encourage you as you
minister to those in physical,
spiritual, and emotional need in
your family, your community, and
your world.
To provide feedback about this
edition and to learn more about
member benefits, please contact
me at 800-227-8543 ext. 418 or at
jszymanski@baptistlife.org. I look
forward to hearing from you.
In Christ,
Julia Szymanski
Member Benefits Coordinator
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Are you a

Salty Christian?
Picture yourself at the dinner table,
having just been served a beautifully
presented roast beef dinner, complete with
tender slices of meat covered in savory
brown gravy, mashed potatoes with a crater
filled with gravy in the middle, sitting next to
a medley of colorful mixed vegetables, all
awaiting your fork. You say grace, thanking
the Lord for His bounty, and then you
prepare your taste buds for one incredible
experience.
Your fork glides across your plate,
gathering a generous helping of potatoes
and gravy. Your mouth begins to tingle with
anticipation. As you take the first bite, you
exclaim, “Something’s missing!” Your
expectations have been shattered and your
anticipated pleasure postponed because of a
few missing granules of salt.
Why is salt so important? It is vital
for life, it has been used in religious
ceremonies to symbolize purity and
incorruption, as currency (Roman soldiers
were once paid an allowance to buy salt–
thus our word salary), it has been the cause
of national warfare, and salt was at one time
even rubbed on newborns to protect them
from evil. Today, many of us think of salt
primarily when seasoning food and
preserving meats, but it also increases
buoyancy in water, acts as a filtering
material, and even melts ice.
The Bible mentions salt in Matthew

5:13 when Jesus states,
“You are the salt of the
earth.” Let’s review the
uses of salt to see why
Jesus used this comparison.
First, just as salt seasons
with its distinct flavor, the
Christian should bring the
sweet spirit of Christ to every situation he
encounters. Second, salt is a preservative.
The Christian not only provides seasoning to
his environment, but also helps to preserve
the godly values and morals the Bible teaches. Next, we know that salt increases buoyancy in water. The “salty Christian” promotes joy and excitement in his daily walk by
encouraging and uplifting those around him.
And as salt can also serve as a filter, the
Christian can filter out much of the world’s
negative influences. Christ’s love in the
Christian’s life can also melt a hardened
heart as he witnesses to others and can eat
away the chains of sin.
As food without salt is bland and
tasteless, our world without the salt of
Christians would be “missing something.” Let
us be the “salt” Jesus was alluding to in the
Sermon on the Mount. He did not say we
should be or try to be. He said, “You are the
salt of the earth.” So what are we waiting
for? Keep seasoning!

Kit F. Burr
President

Congratulations to Our 2011 Coloring Contest Winners
Baptist Life is pleased to announce that the 2011 coloring contest was a success! Over 60
submissions were received from insured children ages 5-10. The staff members at the
Home Office enjoyed viewing and voting for their favorite pieces of artwork.
Congratulations to everyone who participated. Your artwork truly brightened our day!
Coloring Contest Winners : Ages 5-7
1st Place: Hannah Kinlocke
2nd Place: Brian Mahoney
3rd Place: Connor Hickey
4th Place: Michael Tripi
5th Place: Gracie Anderson

Coloring Contest Winners: Ages 8-10
1st Place: Kathryn Sumner
2nd Place: Jocelyn Kadowaki
3rd Place: Eniyah Lee
4th Place: Christian Kadowaki
5th Place: Rebecca Sumner

Living Out Christ’s Call: Ministering to Haiti
By: Michelle Heath

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by world.
James 1:27

Thank you so much for your giving and support, Baptist Life!
With your help, our team of eleven people from Eastern Hills
Wesleyan Church in Williamsville, NY was able to partner with
World Vision and travel to Haiti this past August. While we were
there, we hosted a teacher mentoring program and a daily
Vacation Bible School for local children. Like much of the world,
our hearts had been broken by the images of devastation we
saw on the news after Haiti’s earthquake in January 2010. Little
did we know that we would leave the impoverished country
echoing the sentiments of many other short-term missionaries;
we had been blessed far more than those we went to help.
We prepared for the trip with a mixture of nervousness and
excitement, not sure what the post-earthquake situation would
be like but confident that the Lord was working in the
devastated country. We knew that what we could offer as a
team would only be a drop in the bucket of the country’s need,
and so we prayed that the Lord would use our inadequacy to
work and showcase His greatness. World Vision told us that
food and shelter were still scarce, even though we would be
visiting seven months after the earthquake, and so we prepared
for the worst by bringing our own rations and camping supplies.
When we finally arrived in
Port-au-Prince,
we
were
overwhelmed by the reality of
what we had before only seen
in media images. After passing
through
customs
in
a
makeshift, crowded, and boiling
hot warehouse, we were hit by
a wall of heat along with
devastating chaos. Chain link
fences kept beggars at bay,
children screamed “Gimme
dollar,” and piles of rubble stretched as far as the eye could see.
Our host missionaries quickly found our team and brought us to
the bus that would take us to the place we would be living. We
spent the next five hours in the gridlock traffic of Port-au-Prince
as we watched throngs of people milling about in the darkness
of the city in pouring rain.
Although this first impression of Haiti seemed to confirm all
the stereotypes we had arrived with, as the days went by we
began to experience a different and unexpected aspect of
Haitian life: the tremendous joy and firm faith of its people!
Many of the adults and children we spent time with were living
in tents, had lost loved ones in the earthquake, and were so
traumatized by it that they were still frightened to be inside
buildings. However, they overflowed with exuberance and

smiles, constantly laughing and joking with each other, treating
everyone as family, and passionately singing as often as
possible. Half our team consisted of professional teachers, so in
the mornings we hosted about 140 Haitian teachers who were
eager to learn from the “educated Americans.” They were
extremely excited to hear about the teaching methods in the US,
but ultimately our team seemed to learn more from them than
what they learned from us! As most school buildings and
supplies had been destroyed in the quake, the teachers were full
of creativity and ingenuity in how to teach with virtually no

“There is still hope for Haiti.”
resources.
The children we spent time with in our afternoon VBS classes
also touched our hearts in a big way. Even with the language
barrier and the hundred degree heat, the kids overflowed with
energy, playfulness, and affection. We spent hours playing ball,
laughing, and running around together, and then would tell a
Bible story through our translators. Our goal was to share the
love of Jesus with the children through our time together and
the stories, but the kids ultimately gave us a vivid picture of
God’s love through their tremendous unconditional affection
and enthusiasm.
We enjoyed our time in Haiti immensely. Rather than being a
time of hard work and suffering as we had envisioned, it was a
wonderful time of experiencing the joy of relationships and
closeness with the Lord. We also realized how much we had
focused on the Haitians’ material poverty before coming, and
had assumed that the best way to help them would be by
bringing more resources. However, we were instead struck by
how we Americans seemed like the poor ones in comparison, as
stressed, money-driven, schedule-tied, and competitive as we
are. So while Haitians do need material resources, especially
now as the cholera epidemic has taken hold, they just as badly
need spiritual and emotional resources to help them heal from
all the traumas of the earthquake.
Now, more than one year after the quake, very little recovery
has happened. The situation has only worsened with time as lack
of sewage systems and sanitation has spread cholera, and
chaotic elections have left many people bitter. However, there is
still hope for Haiti. The people are resilient and eager to
rebuild, but they still need the world’s support as they struggle
to rise again. And they especially need the continued love,
prayers, and support of the church as the redeeming power of
the Gospel is crucial to healing their hurting lives. Thank you
again for supporting our team’s trip and please continue to

Please share stories about how you and others are living out Christ’s call! Call 800-227-8543 x418 or email memberbenefits@baptistlife.org
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Niagara Falls, NY

Restoration Church is a community of believers committed to seeing every
person in Western New York experience soul restoration through the power of
Christ. In a world that wants to forsake absolutes, the people of Restoration hold
firm to the Apostle Paul’s command in 1 Timothy 4:16 to “keep a close watch on
your life and doctrine.” Their mission is to proclaim the Gospel in the darkness of
a world resisting concrete truth. The message they speak is the same message of
the apostles in Acts -“Christ was humiliated; Christ is exalted.” The call of
Restoration Church is to preach this message across Buffalo and the surrounding
region. Restoration Church’s first venue was planted two years ago, and since
April 2009 they have seen over 40 people baptized and 200 people join on
mission. In the next months, Restoration Church seeks to plant their second
expression so that everyone in the Buffalo region will see, hear, and experience
the power of the gospel. To learn more about the ministries and church plants of
Restoration Church, please visit www.restorationbuffalo.com.

Hamburg, NY

Have you ever considered how sports can be used as ministry? The Niagara
Power is a team in the New York Collegiate Baseball League (NYCBL) and is an
affiliate of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), a national, faith-based
ministry. In 2007, FCA partnered with the city of Niagara Falls, NY to establish
the baseball team. The Niagara Power not only provides college-level baseball
players the opportunity to play a forty game schedule during the summer with
other US collegiate teams, but it also allows players to grow closer to God and
teaches them how to instill Christian principles into their baseball careers.
Niagara Power players are also challenged to become positive role models and
to share about their faith in Christ throughout the summer by serving in various
youth camps, clinics and community service projects. As one player shared, “God
has ripped me open and broken my heart in so many ways this summer, and
most of that is because Niagara Power gave me, and all the other players, the
opportunity to come to New York and chase a dream. This was an experience I’ll
never forget.” To learn more about the team and view their 2011 game
schedule, please visit www.niagarapower.org.

Buffalo, NY

Ministering to Your Community
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simply love. simply church. simply God.

Each year, the Wesleyan Church of Hamburg facilitates a Thanksgiving Food
Drive for families in need in the church and the surrounding area. This year, both
Tops and Wegmans markets donated a total of 1,200 paper grocery bags that
members of the congregation filled. In the end, the collection gathered enough
turkeys and all the trimmings to provide Thanksgiving dinner to thirty-one
families in the community. “We would like to donate five turkeys,” one mom
said. “I want to take my kids shopping and help them to see what this season is
all about.” Volunteers from the Wesleyan Church of Hamburg’s Community
Outreach Team and one of the church’s small groups sorted the food into
baskets, along with centerpieces donated by a family in the church. There was
enough food left over to restock the church’s Emergency Food Pantry as well as
fill two tabletops. Those tables were then placed in the atrium of the church,
allowing members of the congregation who needed additional food items to
share in the abundance. The blessing of this project was felt not only by those
who received the baskets but by those giving as well. To learn more about the
Wesleyan Church of Hamburg, please visit www.wchamburg.org.

Ministering to Your World
On February 17-27, 2011, ten individuals from the Gowanda Free Methodist
Church (Gowanda, NY) traveled to Peru to minister to the community of Tacna
by holding a conference for more than eighty youth 13-24 years old. This twoday event included speakers from Bolivia, Argentina, and the United States. As a
result, two young people were baptized and many others came to know Jesus
Christ as their personal Savior. After a day of rest, the team then ministered to
the young children in the community by holding a two-day Vacation Bible
School. Since this was a new experience, the team had no idea how many
children would show up the first day, if any! Trusting in God, the members
shared the information about the VBS by walking around the city the day before
to hand out flyers and pray over the houses. Because of God’s awesome power
at work in the community, more than fifty children attended on the first day. The
attendance on the second day nearly doubled! The Tacna Free Methodist Church
is now using this VBS as a springboard to bring more young people into the
church to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Although the Gowanda FMC team
has returned to the United States, they continue to pray for even more chances
to partner in ministry with the Tacna Free Methodist Church to witness to the
people in Tacna and the surrounding communities. To learn more about the
Gowanda Free Methodist Church, please visit www.gowandafmc.org.

Tacna, Peru

The Chapel at CrossPoint in Getzville, NY partnered with the mission
organization SCORE International to take a group of 87 individuals to the
Dominican Republic on January 7-21, 2011. The teams were composed of
medical professionals, nursing students, physical therapy students, professors,
pastors and men and women willing to share the Gospel. With the support of a
Baptist Life ministry matching grant, they ministered in hospitals, nursing homes,
fire departments, prisons, churches and sugarcane villages. During the two
weeks of ministry, team members treated over 1,400 patients and shared the
Gospel with nearly 2,500 people. While these statistics of the trip may initially
impress you, God’s transformation of both the prisoners’ and team members’
hearts is the real story. The door to minister in Dominican Republic prisons had
been closed prior to this trip, but God had still been at work! Upon entering the
prisons, the teams witnessed terrible conditions and brokenness in the inmates’
lives. The teams served as Christ’s ambassadors, just as Isaiah was anointed by
the Lord and sent “to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners.” (Isaiah 61:1) Another
outreach the teams held was a clinic at a local fire station. One of the mission
team members, a retired fire captain and paramedic, had collected fifteen
turnout gear uniforms to donate. Not only was the training successful, but the
team was able to share the love of Christ with those who attended. When the
mission team member who led the training was asked if he would be willing to
move to the DR and become their official trainer, he responded by stating, “Only
with one condition: that I would be allowed to share Christ everywhere I speak.”
As Jeff Hackett, team leader and Northeast representative for SCORE
International, simply stated, “We should never be amazed at how God is always
working to draw people to himself. When we allow ourselves to be flexible,
available and teachable, God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.”
To learn about SCORE International, please visit www.scoreinternational.org.
Learn more about The Chapel by visiting www.thechapel.com.

The Dominican Republic
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Many years ago, God told a man named Noah to build a big boat called an ark.
God told Noah to do this because God was going to flood the earth to get rid
of the wickedness. Noah listened to God and obeyed. Noah built the ark big
enough to fit two of every animal inside! Noah also took along his wife, his
sons and their wives. The rain came down and water covered all the earth.
When the flood was finally over, God put a rainbow in the sky to tell Noah
that there would never be a flood that bad again. Because Noah listened to
God, he and his family and the animals on the ark lived. When you listen to
God’s directions, you are being obedient to God, just like Noah was many
years ago. Read the entire story of Noah and the ark in Genesis chapters 6-9.

Color the animals that Noah took on the ark!
Who built the ark?
Noah! Noah!
Who built the ark?
Noah built the ark.

In came the animals six by six,
The elephant laughed at the monkey’s tricks.
In came the animals seven by seven,
Giraffes and camels looking up to heaven.

Old man Noah built the ark.
He built it out of hickory bark.
He built it long, both wide and tall,
With plenty of room
For the large and small.

In came the animals eight by eight,
Some were on time
And the others were late.
In came the animals nine by nine,
Some were birds and some were swine.

In came the animals two by two,
Hippopotamus and kangaroo.
In came the animals three by three,
Two big cats and a bumblebee.

In came the animals ten by ten,
Time for the voyage to begin.
Noah said, “Go shut the door,
The rain is falling and
We can’t take anymore.”

In came the animals four by four,
Two through the window
And two through the door.
In came the animals five by five,
The bees came swarming
From the hive.
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Who built the ark?
Noah!
Noah!
Who built the ark?
Noah built the ark.

Attention College Students!

Announcements
2010 Annual Financial Report
Total membership is over 7,200 and life insurance in force is $193.3
million. During 2010, life insurance and annuity benefits of $2.2 million
and fraternal benefits of $39,800 were distributed to members.

Baptist Life Association
STATEMENT OF CONDITION

Baptist Life awards thousands of dollars in scholarships to
full-time undergraduate and graduate students annually.
Eligible students must have been covered on their own
Baptist Life policy or on a Baptist Life rider for at least two
years prior to applying. Applications are due by May 31, 2011
and are available by contacting your Member Benefits
Coordinator at 800-227-8543 x418 or by visiting Baptist Life’s
member benefit webpage www.baptistlife.org/benefits.html.

December 31, 2010
ASSETS
Bonds……………..…......$29,904,118

LIABILITIES & SURPLUS
Certificate Reserves…$30,782,143

Cash…………………….…..…….351,742

Claims in Process…………...…89,455

Short-Term Investments……..…...0

Advances & Deposits….…….22,887

Certificate Loans………….…672,028

Expenses Due & Accrued....52,218

Investment Income
Due and Accrued………..….474,258
Deferred and
Uncollected
Premiums..………………...….140,979
Computer Equipment…….…26,365
Other Assets………………..…146,924
Total Assets

Notice to Members Residing in New York State
The New York State Insurance Department requires that we inform you that if
you have an insurance certificate with Baptist Life which may contain a cash
surrender value, you may obtain information regarding such cash value by
writing to Baptist Life Association, 8555 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14221-7494.

Hymnals Wanted for Ministry

Interest Maintenance
Reserve & Asset
Valuation Reserve…..…..….256,102

A Baptist Life member is looking for approximately 30 soft
cover hymnals to use in a music ministry at a local nursing
home. If you know of a set of hymnals that could be donated,
please call the Baptist Life Home Office at 800-227-8543 x418.

Helping Hand Fund….…..….…6,057
Total Liabilities

31,208,862

$31,716,414 Reserve for
Contingent Liabilities………..20,000

Missing Members
The Home Office has lost contact with the individuals listed below and no longer
has their current addresses. The cities provided are their last known locations.
To report current locations, please call 1-800-227-8543 x420. Thank you!

Unassigned Funds……..……487,552
Total Surplus
Total Liabilities
& Surplus

507,552

$31,716,414

The certificate obligations of the Society as of December 31, 2010, have been
valued in accordance with the provisions of the Insurance Laws of the State of
New York. The net value of the certificate obligations is $30,871,598 and is
supported with assets sufficient in amount to meet all obligations as they occur
with a safety margin of $507,552 over the statutory requirements. Total benefits
paid to members since inception= $61,066,581.

Harry Beardsley Jr. (Warner Robins, GA)
T. J. Bussell (Bakersfield, CA)
Richard Cahill (Richmond, KY)
Fannie V. Gardner (Stockton, CA)
Daniel E. Grimberg (Portland, OR)
Rev. Liston Gott (Valparaiso, IL)
Diana E. Jones (Keller, TX)
Lester A. Malmquist (Seal Beach, CA)

Personal Information Privacy Statement
As a fraternal benefits society, Baptist Life Association has been committed
to supporting and insuring Christians since 1883. The products and services we
provide to our members help them strive to meet their family’s financial and
security goals. Protecting personal information and using it in a manner
consistent with member expectations is a priority for everyone on the Baptist
Life team. In order to foster even greater confidence in the quality products
and services we provide, and to meet the requirements of federal legislation
and related State regulations, Baptist Life embraces the following personal
information privacy-related principles:
1. Baptist Life will collect the personal information that is necessary to
conduct our business. This means we will collect information required to
competently underwrite and service our life insurance and annuity certificates.
We obtain personal information on members and applicants from membership
and application forms from information about transactions with us (such as
premium payments, loans, claims, etc.), from medical practitioners (as
authorized by you), from consumer reporting agencies, and from various other
legal sources.
2. Baptist Life will protect member personal information. This means we will
train our employees in the proper handling of non-public personal information.
Access to a member’s file will be restricted to those employees working with
that file. We will maintain reasonable internal security procedures and
safeguards that comply with federal and state regulations to protect member
information in our files and computers from unauthorized disclosure.
3. Baptist Life members will have access to their information. This means
members have the right to review their account information and make

Sharon K. Mosure (Lynchburg, VA)
Rev. David E. Olson (Sandstone, MN)
Mary A. Rogacki (Cheektowaga, NY)
Elsie Ruesser (New York, NY)
Wayne H. Sheets (Herbron, OH)
Lynne C. Zane (Newtown, PA)
Carole Zeiders (Bay Village, OH)
Teresa Zigmond (San Diego, CA)

changes permitted by law and/or regulation which will assist us in maintaining
complete and accurate records. In order to further protect member privacy,
inquirers will be required to identify themselves to the satisfaction of the
Association before information will be disclosed to them.
4. Baptist Life will only share personal information under limited
circumstances. This means we will share personal information with our
business partners to enable us to administer the products and services we
provide, or when required by government. We will not disclose non-public
personal information to any other party, except as legally permitted, or as
required by law or regulation. Further, we will not share any personal medical
information, except as required by law or regulation, or as the member may
direct. Under no circumstances will the Association authorize any member
information to be sold for telemarketing purposes.
5. Baptist Life will partner with businesses that follow strict confidentiality
standards. This means we will carefully develop business relationships built on
mutual trust and information confidentiality. Privacy language will be written
into contracts and vendor service agreements, where appropriate, to
communicate this privacy policy, and to emphasize that use of any personal
non-public information disclosed is limited to its intended and legally
permitted use.
6. Baptist Life will inform its members of changes in privacy policy. This
means we will communicate to our members any change(s) in our privacy
policy at least 30 days prior to implementation, and will give members the
option to elect not to allow the sharing of their non-public personal
information with non-affiliated third parties if appropriate. In any case, the
Association will, at least once per year, communicate its privacy policy to all
members as required by current regulation.

P-065-0401
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