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How much does God really care about our finances?
Christians have been debating the value of money,
and what the Bible says about how, why, and where
we spend our funds for thousands of years.
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Looking at His Word it is clear that it does matter because sixteen of Jesus’ thirty-eight parables are in
reference to money and just over two thousand verses in the Bible are regarding money. A deeper study
of these passages indicates that what God cares
most about are the hearts of those who love Him, not
just the dollars and cents. An examination of our wallets and financial transactions is a good assessment,
though, of the condition of our hearts. Do we live as good Stewards and
conduct business for His Kingdom and His glory, or do we live as owners
for our interests?
Further, consider what our financial habits teach our children and grandchildren. What examples of our faith, or on the flip side, our selfishness,
are being modeled for the next generations? I encourage everyone to examine, as I also continue to do, your financial habits and values, and what
they say about your heart. Then continue the conversation with the next
generation around you – sharing from God’s Word, showing what He
cares about so we may love and serve Him more.
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A Peek at One’s Legacy
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Baptist Life member, Evie Bergmann,
shares her family legacy built from
generations serving at and enjoying
Camp Cherith.

Compassion Shown at
Destino del Reino
Hope is given to the children of Destino
del Reino through Scripture, and meeting
their physical and educational needs.
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Feature Story
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Tradition

Quadrennial Convention
Baptist Life Association convened at the Quadrennial
Convention on August 17, 2012. Members and guests
heard from Steve Woodard, Board Chairman, President
Jeff Armstrong, and others. Attendees enjoyed the
music provided by The Rick Webb Family. Don’t miss the
summary of the event and the new Board of Directors.

Check out some of these top sellers and
favorites available to you with a discount. Books, bibles, music, games and
more. Whether you’re shopping for
yourself, or for Christmas, don’t miss out.
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Janis Otterstein, Senior Marketing
Representative, shares her perspective
on traditions and what is most important.

Scholarship Winners
Congratulations to our 2012 Baptist Life
Association scholarship winners.

My Spiritual Legacy of
Generations
My legacy is founded in the ministry of Camp Cherith of WNY,
located on 125 acres near Letchworth State Park. Over forty years
ago, the camp director needed to fill the position of summer
maintenance and kitchen staff. I suggested she consider my parents. The legacy began as they were hired. Soon after that, I was
able to serve on staff in counseling, computer activities, and business areas. Because it was a new campsite, my husband used his
heavy equipment and trucks in its development. The first year I
served on staff my daughter was young enough to be a camper.
She returned many years and was involved in the horsemanship
program. For the past three years my granddaughter and two
grandsons have been happy campers. Only the Lord knows if my
great-grandchildren will someday attend this camp too.
What a joy to see my family’s generations involved, learning and
serving in very special ways. I am encouraged to help, pray for,
and financially support this special outreach. And so, my spiritual
legacy of generations continues at Camp Cherith.

Missing Members
Please contact our Accounting Department at 800-227-8543 extension 420
to help us locate these members. Last known locations are listed below.
Norman Carlson (Philippi, WV)
Henry L. Durham (Pico Rivera, CA)
Inice M. Durham (Pico Rivera, CA)
John Iroini (Detroit, MI)
Joseph E. McMann (Erie, PA)
Edward Michael (Cuyahoga Falls, OH)
Tracy Moore (Cheektowaga, NY)
Lillie Mae Platt (Crockett, TX)
Rand W. Richter (Jensen Beach, FL)
Joanne C. Romer (Westville, NJ)
Arthur Valentine (Hemet, CA)
Melita Wagner (Lodi, CA)

Psalm 78:4-7
…We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the
Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done… He commanded our
forefathers to teach their children, so the next generation would
know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would
tell their children.
Evie Bergmann, Harris Hill Baptist Church

Destino del Reino
In the mountain villages of Yoro, Honduras, a hopelessness
has paralyzed the people for generations. Although surrounded by fertile soil and agricultural potential, the children are malnourished and hungry. Destino del Reino is a
home where children are nurtured and loved and prepared
for adulthood. With Director Rhonda Jackon’s guidance,
these children are not only provided with food, clothing
and shelter, but also with education and job training. This
enables them to provide for their own families. Through
training in the Word of God, they discover the personal
hope they have in Jesus Christ and are prepared to return
to their villages as leaders with a destiny of hope.
As with the children of Destino del Reino, many of the
outstanding leaders in the Bible (such as Joseph, Moses, Daniel, Esther and Samuel) were separated from their families during childhood. God
placed these individuals in kings’ palaces for preparation in leadership and to later be instrumental in bringing salvation and hope to their people. Destino del Reino, located 15 miles north of Siguatepeque, Honduras, provides the children with basic needs, bilingual education and spiritual knowledge, in an atmosphere of Christ-like love and compassion. When completed, the facility will consist of six family-style houses, a
guest house for parental visitation, a church, elementary and junior high schools, a medical and dental clinic for neighboring villages and vocational training centers.
Baptist Life was honored to support Director Rhonda Jackson and the ministry of Destino del Reino in Spring 2012. Through donations received and
matched by Baptist Life, more than $2,800 was provided to Destino del Reino to help dig a well and pour the foundation of a new school building.
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21

st

Baptist Life Association
Quadrennial Convention

On Friday evening, August 17, 2012, delegates
and guests for the Twenty-first Quadrennial Convention of the Baptist Life Association gathered at
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens Restaurant. A total of
sixty-seven delegates, members, staff, and invited
guests were in attendance. President Jeffery A.
Armstrong welcomed those present, and past
president Kenneth Kirsch said a prayer of blessing.
Later, President Armstrong recognized Association representative John E. Johnson for his forty
years of service. Baptist Life Association made a
gift to Gideons International in honor of his years
of dedication. Next, President Armstrong recognized Board member R. Gordon Mooney for his
twenty years of service to the Board. President
Armstrong also honored Vice President, Secretary
-Treasurer John Curtin and thanked him for faithfully serving Baptist Life for twenty-six years. Both
Mr. Mooney and Mr. Curtin were presented with
gifts of appreciation, and the Association will
make a gift in each gentleman’s name to the ministry of his choice. Next, President Armstrong
honored immediate past president Kit F. Burr for
his dedicated years of service to Baptist Life. Mr.
Burr was presented with a gift of appreciation for
his ongoing commitment to the Association.
President Armstrong then recognized the Home
Office staff and thanked them for their commitment to excellence for the members.
Following, Chairman Steven J. Woodard called
the Twenty-first Quadrennial Convention of the
Supreme Governing Body of the Baptist Life Association to order. Mr. Woodard welcomed those in
attendance and honored retiring Board members
Dr. Deone Drake, Marilyn Schaer, John Garas, and
William Wells. He thanked immediate past president Kit F. Burr, current President Armstrong, and
the entire Baptist Life Home Office staff for their
service. He reminded the staff of the legacy they
have left and continue to leave with each member
they serve on behalf of the Association. Mr.
Woodard concluded his remarks by announcing
that the theme of the Convention is “It’s never too
late to plant your tree” and sharing personal reflections about spiritual legacy and stewardship.
The Chairman’s remarks were followed by a
devotional message from Pastor Daniel Trippie,
lead pastor of Restoration Church in Amherst,
New York. Pastor Trippie spoke about the spiritual
legacy each of us will leave; whether it be a spiritual legacy of death, or a spiritual legacy of eternal life with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Reading from Jeremiah chapter 17, he spoke of a
strong spiritual legacy as a tree that is flourishing
and growing in the love of God and knowledge of
His Word. He concluded his message by encouraging the attendees to live out their spiritual lega-
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cy in a way that everyone they come in contact
with will be touched by the power of Jesus Christ.
After Pastor Trippie’s devotional message, the
business of the convention was conducted. After
counting delegates and electing sufficient alternate delegates to guarantee a quorum, the main
order of business of electing a new Board of Directors was addressed. The following individuals
were elected via unanimous voice vote of the
Convention delegates:
Kelly J. Bullis
Carson City, NV
Owner, Bullis & Company CPAs, LLC
2012 First Term Board Nominee
Deborah R. Hart
Oakland, FL
VP, Investor Relations, The Timothy Plan
Board Member since 2008
John D. Hunter
East Amherst, NY
Retired Six Sigma Financial Champion Praxair, Inc
Board Member since 2004
Jesse J. Jerge
Tonawanda, NY
Loan Operations Manager, Alden State Bank
2012 First Term Board Nominee
Nurline A. Lawrence
Williamsville, NY
Head of School, Christian Central Academy
2012 First Term Board Nominee
R. Gordon Mooney
New Castle, PA
Partner, Lifting Up Life, LP
Board Member since 1992
Richard H. Murphy
East Amherst, NY
Principal, Sheffer, Murphy, & White
Board Member since 1984
Donald D. Troyer
Williamsville, NY
Owner, Print King, Inc
2012 First Term Board Nominee
Steven J. Woodard
Alden, NY
VP, Alden State Bank
Board Member since 1998
After a financial report from Senior Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer John Q. Curtin, Presi-

dent Jeffery Armstrong shared childhood memories of planting trees with his family and how his
parents planted a strong spiritual legacy in his life.
As President Armstrong reflected on spiritual
legacy in regards to trees, he also noted that Baptist Life has a rich legacy of faith and service. As a
Christian organization, the Association has chosen
to set itself apart from the world in five main
ways:
1) by establishing Who it is we work for and
Who it is we represent,
2) by differentiating ourselves,
3) by following through on promises,
4) by relying on God to connect us with whom
He wants us to minister,
5) and by not being afraid of life’s storms.
After 129 years of service, Baptist Life continues
to partner with churches and ministries to plant
and nurture spiritual trees.
Member Benefits Coordinator Julia Szymanski
followed with a presentation of Baptist Life’s
fraternal programs and its support of ministries
around the world. ABWE missionary Wayne Royce
was then invited to the podium to share how a
matching ministry grant given by Baptist Life has
allowed his family to expand their ministry to the
Xhosa people in Cape Town, South Africa.
President Armstrong surprised Mr. Royce by
presenting him with a $4,000 check from donations given by faithful supporters and a Baptist
Life matching ministry grant.
Next, President Armstrong invited retired
Director Dr. Deone Drake to share a spiritual challenge to the new Board of Directors and officially
complete their installation to the Board. Dr. Drake
urged the Directors to use all the talents and gifts
they have been given by God to serve Him wholeheartedly and to seek His will for Baptist Life
Association.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately
8:25 PM, after which the attendees were treated
to a Southern Gospel musical program by The
Rick Webb Family from North Carolina. The evening concluded with a prayer of benediction offered
by immediate past president Kit F. Burr.

Baptist Life Board of Directors
During the Quadrennial Convention, Baptist Life honored
the dedication and service of four retiring members of the
Board of Directors. Directors Dr. Deone Drake, John
Garas, Marilyn Schaer, and William Wells Jr. have faithfully served on the Baptist Life Board for fifty-one years,
collectively. The delegates voted to appoint Donald Troyer, Nurline Lawrence, Kelly Bullis, and Jesse Jerge to the
vacant seats and to re-appoint the current Directors.
Pictured on the right are previous and current members of
the Board. From left to right: Dr. Deone Drake, William
Wells Jr., Richard Murphy, Donald Troyer, John Hunter,
Deborah Hart, Kelly Bullis, Nurline Lawrence, President
Jeffery Armstrong, Immediate Past President Kit Burr,
R. Gordon Mooney, Steven Woodard, Vice-President
Secretary Treasurer John Curtin, and Jesse Jerge.

Home Office Staff
The Baptist Life Home Office Staff was pleased to welcome delegates,
guests, and members of the Board of Directors to Buffalo, New York for the
21st Quadrennial Convention. Pictured from left to right are Accounting and
Claims Representative Chris Mariglia, President Jeffery Armstrong, Senior
Marketing Representative Janis Otterstein, Member Benefits Coordinator
Julia Szymanski, Senior Policy Service Representative Darlene Clancey,
Vice-President and Secretary Treasurer John Curtin, and Information and
Technology Director Coral Clarke.

The Rick Webb Family
The Quadrennial Convention included a wonderful concert featuring The Rick
Webb Family. Based in North Carolina, parents Rick and Phyllis along with their
children Parker and Hannah, traveled to Buffalo to share their music ministry with
the Baptist Life delegates and guests. Everyone in attendance was blessed by the
Webb Family’s musical talent and testimony.
To learn more about The Rick Webb Family, their music ministry, and tour dates,
please visit www.rickwebbfamilymusic.com. Just in time for Christmas, The Rick
Webb Family Christmas CD features twelve beautiful songs, including “Carol of the
Bells,” “Mary Did You Know,” and “Love Came Gently.” You can order this CD and
more by clicking on the “Store” tab at the top of their webpage.
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As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you. One
benefit program allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs, gifts, and
more at a significant discount with free shipping directly to you! The items
highlighted below are just a few examples of the thousands of titles that can
be ordered through this program. Consider using this benefit to purchase
gifts for Christmas! Call the Baptist Life Member Benefits Department at 800227-8543 extension 418 or email memberbenefits@baptistlife.org to learn
more about items available or to place orders.

Kisses from Katie
Discount price: $10.39 | Paperback | 304 pages

*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only. Discount prices are accurate as of
September 20, 2012 and are subject to change. Contact the Home Office to verify current prices.

While on a short mission trip to
Uganda during her senior year of
high school, Katie Davis found herself so moved by the people of Uganda and the needs she saw that she
knew her calling was to return and
care for them. Katie, a charismatic
young woman, is now the adoptive
mother of fourteen little girls and has
established a ministry that feeds and
sends hundreds of children to school
and teaches them the Word of Jesus
Christ.

Gaither Homecoming Celebration!
Discount price: $13.59 | DVD | 90 minutes | 18 songs

This joyful evening of music features a legendary line-up of
artists from the past and the present, including performances by Howard and Vestal Goodman, Jake Hess, Jessy Dixon
and Bob Cain, as well as songs by the Gaither Vocal Band,
The Martins, Janet Paschal, Candy Christmas,
Carman,
Mark Lowry, David Phelps and more! These
incredible
Christian musicians perform eighteen songs, including favorites like “The King Is Coming,” “Jesus Saves,” and
“Singing with the Saints.”

"Kisses from Katie” invites readers on
a journey of radical love down the
red dirt roads of Uganda. You'll laugh
and cry with Katie as she follows
Jesus into the impossible and finds
joy and beauty beneath the dust.

Love You Forever
Discount price: $3.87 | Paperback | 32 Pages

The Story:

As a young mother cradles her newborn son, she
softly sings to him, "I'll love you forever; I'll like you
for always. As long as I'm living my baby you'll be."
So begins the story that has touched the hearts of
millions worldwide. Since publication in l986, "Love
You Forever" has sold more than 15 million copies.
Robert Munsch's beloved tale is gentle affirmation of
the love a parent feels for her child -- forever. Nurtured by the unconditional love of his parent, a boy
grows happily through the stages of childhood to
become, in turn, a loving adult. The soft and colorful
pastels perfectly complement the sentiment of the
book--one that will be read repeatedly for generations to come.

The Bible as One Continuous
Story of God and His People
Discount price: $12.99

The Diabetes Comfort Food Book

Hardcover | 496 Pages

Discount price: $12.97 | Paperback | 182 pages

The Story allows readers to experience
Scripture like never before. Carefully selected verses from the bible are organized
chronologically. The compilation, from
Genesis to Revelation, allows readers to
have a clearer picture of God’s whole story, and how their lives intersect with it.
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This cookbook, approved by the American Diabetes
Association, creates a "go-to" collection of updated
comfort foods for families that need to cook
nutritionally sound and diabetic-friendly meals. No
need to cook two meals to please everyone in the
household. Now everyone can enjoy the same hearty
and nutritious meals. This book will ease the stress of
planning meals by offering easy and flavorful recipes
and a menu planning guide.

Family Traditions
Reflections by Janis Otterstein, Senior Marketing Representative
Looking back over the years I was very fortunate and blessed to have grown up with most of my father’s family within walking
distance of each other. My father was the youngest of nine children and five of his brothers and sisters lived on the same street in
North Tonawanda NY, and we went to the same church, which also happened to be on the same street. Every Thanksgiving day
we would go to church (how unusual that is today) and after we would go to one of my Aunt and Uncle’s house to watch the end
of the Macy’s Day parade and have German Küchen that my Aunt
had made. After, we went our separate ways.
After I was married and had children, some of the traditions changed;
we no longer went to that same church, nor did we have a church
service on Thanksgiving Day. I did continue to make the German
Küchen though. My family and my husband’s family came to our
house for dinner. There were kids running around, football games on
television, aunts, uncles, and grandparents. We had so much to be
thankful for. While times have changed and most of those family
members are no longer with us, the traditions continue, just in a
different way.
Today, my children have families of their own, starting their own
traditions, sometimes I’m with them, and sometimes I’m not. The
places we gather have changed, the people have changed, but there
are still kids running around, football games on television, aunts,
uncles and grandparents are still there. Traditions – different but yet
the same.
My prayer for you at this time of year is that wherever you are this
Thanksgiving Day, that traditions are a part of your day. Whether
they are the same old ones, or maybe they are the beginning of new ones, that you cherish and be thankful for those around you
and thank and praise God for all the blessings He has given to you. So hold on to those traditions because they are your legacy.

2012 Scholarship Winners
Baptist Life is pleased to announce the winners of the 2012-2013 Scholarship
Program. Please keep these students and other Baptist Life members attending college in your prayers. May God continue to bless them as they
serve Him wholeheartedly.
Keiara B. Bell
Michigan State University
Political Science and Music Minor

Christy Kent
Alfred State University
Human Services

Zachary Flach
Zion Bible College
World Missions

Emily Spina
University at Buffalo
Linguistics

Naomi Goossen
Grace University
Bible and Secondary Education

We are pleased to provide five $1,000 scholarships annually to insured members of Baptist Life Association. Students are encouraged to apply for the
2013 Scholarship. Applications are available online at www.baptistlife.org,
and are accepted from January 1 through May 1, 2013. Please contact the
home office with any questions at 1-800-227-8543 ext. 418.
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It’s never too late
to plant your
tree.

