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God You’re my God
This little prayer song written by Garrard Stuart David is sung in
many churches across America. Here are some of the lyrics:
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God You're my God, You're my God
God You're my God, You're my God
And I will seek You, yes, I will seek You
And I will seek You, yes, I will seek You
You satisfy my soul
You satisfy my soul
So I will praise You as long as I live
So I will praise You as long as I live
I've seen Your power and Your glory
You've let me see You in the sanctuary
Because Your love is better than my life
I will lift up my hands in sacrifice
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As I observe, interact with and speak with believers all over the country, I am beginning to think
many of us have lost sight of what it means to acknowledge “God, You are my God.” It isn’t
quite like telling your spouse that you are my wife/husband or telling a child you are my child.
While we love respect and honor our spouses and children, we don’t own them. I’d come away
from the conversation quite bruised if I looked my wife in the eye and said “Baby, you are MY
wife, I expect you to do what I want because you are MINE!” Somehow I get the feeling that
this is what God hears when we pray. “Dear Lord, You are my God, You are my God. Now fix
my sore knee, replace the money I spent on stuff I didn’t need so I can make my car payment
and fill my empty refrigerator. Don’t forget, God, You are my God, You’re my God, Amen.”
The truth is God is our God because he loved us enough to buy us from sin paying for us with the
blood of His son Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Shouldn’t we come to God with love,
respect and honor, acknowledging that we are His because He is our God? I think God would
rather hear us pray more like this: “Dear Lord, I am Yours, You’re my God. My life is Yours to
command. Guide my steps so that Your life that I live, can accomplish only your purpose. I will
try to remember that I am Yours and You are my God. In Jesus’ Name, Amen!”
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Saying “Good-bye” and saying “Hello”!
Meet our new Accountant! Can you help
us find these members? And don’t forget
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Check out some of these top sellers and
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Congratulations to our 2013 Baptist Life
Association scholarship winners! Do you
know someone going to college in 20142015? Find out if they’re eligible for a
scholarship!

The next time praise and worship includes this little song or one like it, remember to let God
know that you are His too.
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Read about some of the ministries and mission
projects Baptist Life has been honored to support
in 2013!

Scholarship Winners

Chef’s Corner:
No-Bake Mini Pumpkin
Cheesecakes
Prep Time: 1 hr 30 min | Total Time: 1 hr 30 min |
Servings: 10 (using a 9-ounce clear plastic cup for serving)
Ingredients for the crust:

Ingredients for the filling:



1 sleeve graham crackers (about 9 crackers)



1 8-ounce package cream cheese,
softened to room temperature



1/2 stick (4 tablespoons) butter, melted



1 15-ounce can pumpkin puree



2 tablespoons sugar



3 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice



2 tablespoons brown sugar



1 1-ounce package sugar-free cheesecake-flavored instant pudding mix

Directions:
1.

Place the graham crackers in the bowl of a food processor and pulse the crackers into fine crumbs. Add the melted butter, sugar and brown
sugar and pulse until combined.

2.

Spoon the crumbs into individual 9-ounce plastic cups (or other individual sized cups for serving). Place in the refrigerator to set while you
are preparing the filling.

3.

In the bowl of a stand mixer with the paddle attachment, beat the cream cheese until light and creamy.

4.

Add the pumpkin, pumpkin pie spice, and pudding mix and beat until completely mixed, scraping down the sides and bottom of the bowl
to ensure that all ingredients are well combined.

5.

Add the sweetened condensed milk and mix again until well combined.

6.

Change your stand mixture attachment to the wire whisk. On slow speed, fold in the tub of Cool Whip until well combined.

7.

Allow the mixture to sit in the refrigerator for about an hour to firm up.

8.

Using a large pastry bag with a large tip, or a spoon, top the graham cracker crust in each cup with the pumpkin mixture and refrigerate
until ready to serve.

9.

Garnish with additional whipped topping if desired.

Saying “Good-bye” and
Saying “Hello”!
Baptist Life Welcomes New Accountant
Current Accountant, Christopher V. Mariglia, is leaving Baptist Life
for new opportunities in the field of taxation. His replacement,
Chrystal Gene Wright started full time for Baptist Life in September.
She is currently enrolled in the Master’s program with Walden
University for accounting. She also studies the Russian Language in
hopes to someday work in the mission field in Russia.

Missing Members
Please contact our Accounting Department at 800-227-8543 extension 420
to help us locate these members. Last known locations are listed below.
Thomas A. Butterfield (Jenison, MI)
Robert W. Hiller (Charlotte, NC)
Leah M. Martin (Glendale, CA)
Dolores M. Pidgeon (Jacksonville, FL)
Lillie Mae Platt (Crockett, TX)
Wilma J. Reece (Greensboro, NC)
Donald A. Turner (North Syracuse, NY)
Dennis W. Wild (Warren, MI)
Nancy L. Willson-Tubbs (Woodbridge, VA)
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Focus on Mi
Miracle Mountain Ranch Summer Camp:
Baptist Life was honored to support Miracle Mountain Ranch Summer Camp’s Scholarship
Program which allows 300+ low income children the opportunity to attend summer camp
each year. In July 2013, Baptist Life had the opportunity to provide additional financial
assistance to the scholarship program and through donations received and matched by
Baptist Life, more than $70,000 was raised! Here is an excerpt from the newsletter we
received in September.
“This summer we saw 1189 Ranchers attend. This is the highest number we’ve had in 35
years! Many decisions were made toward salvation or rededicating their lives to the
Lord, and only God knows of the seeds that have been planted in the hearts of both the
Ranchers and the Staff. Over 329 full or partial scholarships, $73,000 worth were given
this summer. We were able to raise 73% of that amount. We rejoice in these opportunities to give to kids that might not otherwise have been able to
attend.”
“We are reminded, especially in times like these, that this is not OUR ministry, but the Lord’s! Each building, each animal, and every precious individual
that comes here is His creation, His gift. We just get to play the part of stewards for a brief time. We give thanks to God for this time and even for the fires.
He has continually bathed us in truth to comfort our hearts.”
—Matt Cox, Executive Director of Miracle Mountain Ranch.
Miracle Mountain Ranch offers Christian Summer Camps, Retreat Programs and a college level School of Discipleship in Pennsylvania. It is located in
Spring Creek, about 35 miles southeast of Erie, PA. On August 3, 2013 they lost three of their buildings due to arson. Since then, they have been blessed
immensely by the support, love and prayers of their community, friends and family across the country.
For more information about Miracle Mountain Ranch, please see their website www.mmrm.org.

4

News & Views | Fall + Winter 2013

issions:
Los Chiles Agua Viva Serves Summer VBS Program:
Baptist Life was honored to support Charlie Nelson and his trip to Los Chiles, Costa Rica. Charlie went to Los Chiles through his church First United Methodist
Church Winter Park to set up the Vacation Bible School program. In June 2013, Baptist Life had the opportunity to provide financial assistance to Charlie and
helped him raise more than $3,000!
The funds raised went towards a couple of things. $1,000 was budgeted for the room and board for two short term missionaries for one to two months.
$500 was budgeted to send two local teachers to training for children’s ministry at a Methodist school in Ciudad Quesada and the remaining funds went
towards all of the VBS supplies.
You can get current updates and read more about Agua Viva Serves, on their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/AguaVivaServes

To find out more about the projects Baptist Life has supported, take a look at
our slideshow presentations on YouTube!
Here are the links:
Year 2012: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FM0BFqp0zDw
Year 2013: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdLe1hgDa18

News & Views | Fall + Winter 2013

5

Top

Picks

As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you. One
benefit program allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs, gifts, and
more at a significant discount with free shipping directly to you! The items
highlighted below are just a few examples of the thousands of titles that can
be ordered through this program. Consider using this benefit to purchase
gifts for Christmas! Call the Baptist Life Member Benefits Department at 800227-8543 extension 418 or email memberbenefits@baptistlife.org to learn
more about items available or to place orders.
*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only. Discount prices are accurate as of
September 20, 2013 and are subject to change. Contact the Home Office to verify current prices.

God is Not Mad at You by Joyce Meyer
Discount price: $15.60 | Hardcover | 256 Pages

In GOD IS NOT MAD AT YOU, Joyce will help those who
haven't truly received God's love because they are afraid of
His anger and disapproval. She explores the source of this
confusion, so His genuine character can be better understood and His love can be experienced on an entirely new
level. Chapter titles include: Perfectionism and Approval, The
Pain of Rejection Guilt and Shame, Developing Your Potential, Run to God, Not from Him and Getting Comfortable
with God.

Crazy Love by Francis Chan
Discount price: $9.74 | Paperback | 186 pages

It's crazy, if you think about it. The God
of the universe--the Creator of nitrogen
and pine needles, galaxies and E-minor-loves us with a radical, unconditional,
self-sacrificing love. And what is our typical response? We go to church, sing
songs, and try not to cuss. Whether
you’ve verbalized it yet or not, we all
know something’s wrong. Does something deep inside your heart long to
break free from the status quo? Are you
hungry for an authentic faith that addresses the problems of our world with
tangible, even radical, solutions? God is
calling you to a passionate love relationship with Himself. Because the answer to
religious complacency isn't working harder at a list of do's and don'ts-it's falling in
love with God. And once you encounter
His love, as Francis describes it, you will
never be the same. Because when you're
wildly in love with someone, it changes
everything.

You’ll Get Through This: Hope and Help
for Your Turbulent Times by Max Lucado
Discount price: $16.24 | Hardcover | 240 Pages

You fear you won't make it through. We all do. We fear that the depression will never
lift, the yelling will never stop, the pain will never leave. In the pits, surrounded by steep
walls and aching reminders, we wonder: Will this gray sky ever brighten? This load ever
lighten? In" You'll Get Through This," pastor and" New York Times" best-selling author,
Max Lucado offers sweet assurance. "Deliverance is to the Bible what jazz music is to
Mardi Gras: bold, brassy, and everywhere." Max reminds readers God doesn't promise
that getting through trials will be quick or painless. It wasn't for Joseph--tossed in a pit
by his brothers, sold into slavery, wrongfully imprisoned, forgotten and dismissed--but
his Old Testament story is in the Bible for this reason: to teach us to trust God to trump
evil. With the compassion of a pastor, the heart of a storyteller, and the joy of one who
has seen what God can do, Max explores the story of Joseph and the truth of Genesis
50:20. What Satan intends for evil, God redeems for good.
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Si-cology 1
By Si Robertson

Discount price: $14.94 |
Hardcover | 240 Pages

Sure to please die-hard fans and curious newbies alike, Si’s one-liners are presented alongside fun, expressive photographs, as well as
photos of his family. As you learn about his
behind-the-scenes life, this smattering of zany
stories will have you falling over with laughter
and retelling them to all your friends.

2013 Scholarship Winners
Baptist Life is pleased to announce the winners of the 2013-2014 Scholarship Program. Please keep these students and other Baptist Life members attending college in your prayers. May God continue to bless them as they serve Him wholeheartedly.

“I plan on getting a bachelor's degree in accounting and a minor in
business. This scholarship will really
help me take my first steps in achieving this goal by helping me with the
cost of tuition, board, and books. I
greatly appreciate this scholarship
and am looking forward to a great
year!”
Michael Burns
Kuyper College
Accounting and Business

“I am thankful for the opportunity to attend Northpoint Bible
College. I am a sophomore working towards a Bachelor’s Degree in
Bible with an emphasis on World
Missions.
My goal is to share the Word of
God and help people throughout
the world as a Full-Time Missionary. Baptist Life has given me the
opportunity to work towards accomplishing my goals. Thank you
for providing the assistance to
attend college and believing in my
abilities.”

“It's so exiting to think about the future! I don't know yet exactly what
God has for me but I am anticipating going overseas. Right now I am
focusing on getting a teaching degree so that I have a practical skill to
use as I live to spread God's love. This
scholarship is helping to keep me
from accumulating a lot of debt which
would keep me off the mission field.
It is allowing me to attend a wonderful Christian school that gives me
Bible and career training--both of
which will be necessary whereever
God calls me.”
Naomi Goossen
Grace University
Bible and Secondary Education

“I am an intended Linguistics Major with a focus in Chinese. This summer I was privileged to be able to spend over two months in China studying Chinese and exploring multiple cities including BeiJing, Xi'An,
HangZhou, and ShangHai. This proved to be an amazing experience for
me. It reaffirmed my desire to become an interpreter as well as reminding me of my love for travel and foreign cultures: which is why I chose
Linguistics in the first place. Since returning home from the trip of a
lifetime, I've been struggling to scrape together enough money to pay
for all of my student expenses. With
the help of Baptist Life, I can spend
more time this semester focusing on
my education and less time trying to
find a third job. Thank you so much!”

Zachary Flach
Northpoint Bible College
World Missions

“I am majoring in the two-year
Human Services program at Alfred
State College. I love working with
children and volunteer regularly at
my church. This is a passion that God
has given me that I desire to use for
His glory. I commute daily to school,
so this scholarship is a huge blessing
that will help with my gas costs!
Thank you!!”
Christy Kent
Alfred State University
Human Services

Emily Spina
University at Buffalo
Linguistics

We are pleased to provide five $1,000 scholarships annually
to insured members of Baptist Life Association. Students
who are insured by Baptist Life are encouraged to apply for
the 2014 Scholarship.
Applications are available online at www.baptistlife.org,
and will be accepted from January 1 through May 1, 2014.
Please contact the home office with any questions at
1-800-227-8543 ext. 418.
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It’s never too late to plant your tree.

