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Welcome

From My Family to Yours

Board of Directors
Steven J. Woodard, NY
CHAIRMAN

I remember driving south on Interstate 75 near Lima, Ohio as a young man,
and seeing a huge sign painted on the United States Plastic Corporation
building that says “Christ Is The Answer.” Each time I drive by it, I reflect on
Christ being the answer to ALL of life’s problems. Experiencing marital
problems? Christ Is The Answer. Lose your Job? Christ Is The Answer.
Dealing with troubled teens? Have financial problems? Turmoil at church?
Christ Is The Answer!

Richard H. Murphy, NY
VICE CHAIRMAN

Kelly J. Bullis, NV
Deborah R. Hart, FL
John D. Hunter, NY
Jesse J. Jerge, NY
Nurline A. Lawrence, NY
R. Gordon Mooney, PA
Donald D. Troyer, NY

Last month my brother and I drove to a big gun show in Lima. While
traveling, we discussed a nation walking in darkness that has resulted in
attacks on our nation’s Constitution, morality, and religious civil liberty. Just
as I was really getting myself worked up, there it was in huge letters, “Christ
Is The Answer”!
God was, is and always will be in complete control. He is not surprised that
the nation is in trouble. We are witnessing the result of a nation’s refusal to
acknowledge His reign and are consequently making some awful decisions.
Proverbs 16:25 says “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” As believers, if we
want things to change for the better, we need to adjust our tactics. Instead of our Christian leaders angrily
broadcasting negative statements about the “enemy”, we need to publicly pray for our country’s leaders. We are
commanded to“…love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you,” Mathew 5:44. We should publicly pray that our elected leaders come
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and ask God’s blessing on them. “Dear Lord, I ask you to thwart all evil
influence on the life of [name of any elected or appointed official] draw him/her into your fold and bless him/her
beyond his/her wildest imagination. Thank you Lord, in Jesus’ Name, AMEN.”
Today, Christians are pretty good about supporting foreign missionaries but not so good about personally telling
our neighbors or even family members about the love of Jesus Christ. Barna Research Group says about 8% of the
voting population is evangelical Christian. What could happen if that number was 16% by the next major election?
We each need to win and disciple just one individual to make a huge difference in the culture of our country.
Instead of preaching the self focused, feel good and don’t offend anyone message that is so prevalent in churches
today, we need to teach Christians how to live in the light of Christ.
We should teach moral values. “…Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and
envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” Romans 13: 11-14.
We must demonstrate real Christ-like love and teach believers how to be compassionate. “…put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection.” Colossians 3:12-14.
We need to help believers set life goals biblically. “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, …”
Matthew 6:33-34.
We must show believers how to be strong in the Lord and just who it is that produces positive results. “My grace is
sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness…” 2 Corinthians 12:9.
Last, we need to trust God. He never makes a mistake! “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your
own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6. My friends,
Christ Is The Answer to all of life’s problems, even big problems like a nation running from God. I close with a
chorus written by Andre Crouch. “Jesus is the answer, for the world today, Above Him there's no other, Jesus is the
way.”

Jeffery A. Armstrong
President
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Read the letter from the President while
you also read about what’s in this issue of
the News & Views!

Find out how you or someone you know
could be eligible for a college scholarship!
Meet our new Member Benefits
Coordinator! Can you help us find these
members? And don’t forget to check out
Chef’s corner!

Check out some of these top sellers and
favorites available to you with a discount.
Books, bibles, music, games and more –
don’t miss out!

Review Baptist Life’s Annual Financial
Report, Personal Information Privacy
Statement, and an important notice to
members residing in New York State.

Missing Members
Please contact our Accounting Department at 800-227-8543 extension 420
to help us locate these members. Last known locations are listed below.
Thomas A. Butterfield (Jenison, MI)
Ruben Gerber (Portland, OR)
Helen L. Gunderson (West Union, IA)
Joseph M. Haynes (Villa Ridge, MO)
Donald L. Ifland (Santa Cruz, CA)

2013-2014 Scholarships
Baptist Life awards thousands of dollars in annual
scholarships to full-time undergraduate and graduate
students. Eligible students must have been covered on
their own Baptist Life certificate or a Baptist Life rider
for at least two years prior to applying. Applications
are due by May 31, 2013 and are available by
contacting Member Benefits Coordinator Crystal May
at 800-227-8543 extension 418 or by visiting
www.baptistlife.org/benefits and downloading the
application as a PDF file.

Dorothy M. Paul (West Seneca, NY)
Jon E. Sand (Sunland, CA)
Lillie Mae Platt (Crockett, TX)
Marian B. Steinkraus (Eastpointe, MI)
Dennis W. Wild (Warren, MI)

Member Benefits Coordinator
Please join Baptist Life in welcoming
Crystal May as the new Member Benefits
Coordinator and Administrative Assistant!
If you have any questions about member
benefits, her email is crystalm@baptistlife.org
and her phone number is 1-800-227-8543 ext 418.

Chef’s Corner:
Fruit Pizza
A Delicious Summer Treat!
Prep Time: 20 min | Total Time: 1 hr 20 min | Servings: 12

Ingredients:
 1 pouch (1 lb 1.5 oz) Betty Crocker® sugar cookie mix
 1/2 cup butter or margarine, melted
 1 egg
 1 cup whipping cream
 1/2 cup Betty Crocker® Rich & Creamy cream cheese


frosting (from 1-lb container)
3 1/2 cups assorted fresh fruit

Directions:
1.
2.
3.

Heat oven to 375°F. Lightly spray 14-inch pizza pan or 15x10-inch baking pan with cooking spray.
In medium bowl, stir cookie mix, melted butter and egg until soft dough forms. Press dough in bottom of pan. Bake 10 to 15 minutes
or until light golden brown. Cool completely, about 45 minutes.
In chilled medium bowl, beat whipping cream with electric mixer on high speed until soft peaks form. Gently stir frosting into whipped
cream. Spread over cookie pizza. Arrange fruit on top.

4-5

Missions: In Your Own Backyard & Around the World
Read about some of the ministries and mission projects
Baptist Life has been honored to support in 2012!
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Focus on M
Joan Schmitz & Morning Star Fishermen:
Baptist Life was honored to support Joan Schmitz and Morning Star Fishermen’s
Aquaponics project in Togo, Africa. In November 2012, Baptist Life had the opportunity
to provide additional financial assistance to Joan and her team through Harris Hill
Baptist Church in Williamsville, NY. Through donations received and matched by
Baptist Life, more than $6,500 was raised in support of their project! Here is an excerpt
from the update we received from Joan in December.
“I am a fisherman! How about you? Praising God for all that He is done to help me
learn about the Aquaponics project. It was a very busy but fruitful time at Morning
Star Fishermen in Dade City. To say that this adventure is exciting but also a little
intimidating is an understatement. It has been great to see how CWE and Morning
Star have worked with us to get this project moving. I am humbled at how God is using the gifts of these 2 agencies to put this together. It
has been encouraging to see and hear them say ‘Can we get this in Togo?’ or ‘How can we make this work at the Village of Light?’ When
Mr. Woaku and I arrived at Morning Star they had us get right into the schedule of running the Aquaponics system by feeding the fish,
watering the plants and learning as we had hands on experience. It was good to go over the plans of our system, learn about the ins and
outs of running this system with our experts. We are both more confident about this project and are excited to see how it comes
together.” —Joan
Village of Light is a school for the blind and deaf in Togo, Africa. The Aquaponics system is a controlled habitat for fish and plants to grow
so that in time, the fish will be able to be used to feed the Village of Light students along with the surrounding community during their
time of drought. The drought season causes many of the crops in Togo to die and many people die of starvation. The hope with the
Aquaponics system is that the community will have plenty of food to prevent starvation.
For more information about Joan Schmitz and Morning Star Fishermen, see their website www.morningstarfishermen.org.

Andrew Atkins & Spencerville Community Samaritans:
In December 2012, Baptist Life was honored to support Andrew Atkins and Spencerville Community
Samaritans Food Bank in Spencerville, OH. Through donations received and matched by Baptist Life, more
than $4,000 was raised in support of their project!

The Spencerville Community Samaritans is a local food pantry that shares the Gospel with the people
they serve. They used to purchase their food at a discounted rate through a nearby food bank. However,
the food bank changed their policies and in order for them to continue purchasing the food, they had to
agree to not share the Gospel any more. “We refused and now are completely independent and able to be local missionaries sharing the
Gospel and meeting physical needs.” —Andrew Atkins
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issions:
Nelly Hiquiana & Independent Gospel Missions:
Baptist Life was honored to support Independent Gospel Missions and their missionary Nelly Hiquiana in the
Philippines. In December 2012, Baptist Life had the opportunity to provide additional financial assistance to
Nelly and her family through Bald Eagle Baptist Church in Port Matilda, PA and Independent Gospel Missions.
Through donations received and matched by Baptist Life, more than $2,500 was raised in support of their
project!
Daniel and Nelly Hiquiana joined IGM in 1983. Rev. Daniel, who passed away in 2006, was the pastor of
Christian Bible Church in Sta. Maria, Davao del Sur. Mrs. Hiquiana administers Morning Star Academy, a School of Tomorrow Christian
day school with over 50 students, and teaches classes at the local high school. She also has a radio outreach, Heart's Journey - Grace over
the Airwaves. The Hiquiana family helps with an orphan ministry and feeding program and is active in regular VBS and evangelistic
programs.

“Praise God: Our Evangelism and Discipleship continue by the grace of God. God has provided DVD’s ready for outdoor crusades. Some
members are getting serious in the study of God’s Word. Praise God for the motorbike, DVD player & Bibles we have received from a
donor, it was very timely indeed! Answered prayer for a single motorcycle for Pastor Doods Rosario. He continues to preach to his
outreach areas and now he can go back to visiting the far-flung places in the coastal and mountain areas. God’s protection and daily
sustenance of health and provisions. We are experiencing lots of tremors and typhoons in our country, flooding in many areas including
some barangays in our town, and outlaw groups continuing to terrorize some places. Our day school continues to operate despite so
much government pressure. God’s Word is being taught every day. God is saving pupils and parents and Christian teachers are making
an impact in their lives.”

Chapel & Prayer Time, Christian Day School

Nelly & the High School Ministry

2012 VBS

“Please continue to pray: Projection equipment for the evangelistic crusade. We continue to trust God for US $4,000 for this urgent
project. Upgrade of Morning Star Academy Church School Facility; US $5,000 - also an urgent need. May the scares from the
earthquakes, typhoons , flash floods and all sorts of trouble draw people to look for Jesus Christ. Please pray that they will find rest in the
death, burial & resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and so they too will find real peace.” —Nelly

You can get special prayer requests and read more about Independent Gospel Missions missionaries, national church planters and
specialized ministries on their website: www.igmonline.org

News & Views | Spring + Summer 2013

5

Top

Picks

As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you. One
benefit program allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs, gifts, and
more at a significant discount with free shipping directly to you! The items
highlighted below are just a few examples of the thousands of titles that can
be ordered through this program. Consider using this benefit to purchase
gifts for all occasions! Call the Baptist Life Member Benefits Department at
800-227-8543 extension 418 or email memberbenefits@baptistlife.org to learn
more about items available or to place orders.
*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only. Discount prices are accurate as of
January 23, 2013 and are subject to change. Contact the Home Office to verify current prices.

The Berenstain Bears Go to School

The Juice Lady's Big Book of
Juices & Green Smoothies

By Stan & Jan Berenstain

By Cherie Calbom

Discount price: $3.24 | Paperback | 32 Pages

"This sympathetic story about Sister Bear, who
conquers her fear of starting kindergarten may help
ease those first day fears."--School Library Journal.

Discount price: $11.69 | Paperback | 239 Pages

The Juice Lady provides all of her most popular
recipes for juicing, smoothies, shakes, soups, and
sauces, in one complete volume. More than just
refreshment, these recipes enhance energy and
boost mental and physical health.

Proof of Heaven
By Eben Alexander

Discount price: $10.39 | Paperback | 196 pages

As he lay in a coma, neurosurgeon
Eben Alexander explains that he
"journeyed beyond this world and
encountered an angelic being who
guided him into the deepest realms
of super-physical existence [where]
he met and spoke with the Divine
source of the universe itself."

Wonder Struck: Awaken to the Nearness of God
By Margaret Feinberg
Discount price: $9.74 | Paperback | 205 Pages

Today many Christians are plagued to
an even greater degree by age-old
issues of spiritual malnourishment,
boredom, disenchantment, anxiety,
depression, exhaustion, and uncertainty. In Wonder Struck, author and
speaker Margaret Feinberg gently
leads readers to rediscover the wonder of God anew, rekindle their prayer lives, remember the faithfulness of
Gods presence, and jolts us to reawaken to the wonder of His love.
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The Blessed Life: The Simple Secret of
Achieving Guaranteed Financial Results
By Robert Morris
Discount price: $12.99 | Hardcover | 240 pages

This book will transform your life for the better,
bringing you guaranteed financial results. But it
will do more than that. It will change every area
of your life: marriage, family, health and relationships. For when God changes your heart from
selfishness to generosity, every part of your lifejourney is affected. If all believers followed the
practical guidance of The Blessed Life, every
church could be built, every nation would have an
abundance of missionaries--and all would reap
the benefits of having a generous heart. With
humor, passion and clarity, Robert Morris presents the secrets of living a blessed life both financially and spiritually.

2012 Annual Financial Report
Total membership is over 6,600 and life insurance in force is $178.6
million. During 2012, life insurance and annuity benefits of $2.7 million
and fraternal benefits of $29,628 were distributed to members.

Baptist Life Association
STATEMENT OF CONDITION
December 31, 2012
ASSETS

LIABILITIES & SURPLUS

Bonds……………............$29,275,823

Certificate Reserves….$30,070,236

Notice to
Members
Residing in
New York
State

The New York State Department of
Financial Services requires that we inform
you that if you have an insurance certificate
with Baptist Life which may contain a cash
surrender value, you may obtain
information regarding such cash value by
writing to Baptist Life Association, 8555
Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14221-7494.

Stocks…………………………….....63,463 Claims in Process………..……163,031
Cash and Short-Term
Advances & Deposits….……..15,622
Investments………….………...452,399
Certificate Loans………...…..778,354

Expenses Due & Accrued…..46,781

Interest Maintenance
Investment Income
Reserve & Asset
Due and Accrued……….…….453,030 Valuation Reserve…..……....228,067
Deferred and Uncollected
Helping Hand Fund….…..……..4,703
Premiums………….…………....124,901
Computer Equipment…..…...14,280
Other Assets…………….……..162,530

Total Liabilities

30,528,440

Reserve for Contingent
Liabilities………………….……...20,000
Unassigned Funds……………776,340

Total Assets

$31,324,780

Total Surplus
Total Liabilities
& Surplus

796,340
$31,324,780

The certificate obligations of the Society, as of December 31, 2012, have been
valued in accordance with the provisions of the Insurance Laws of the State of
New York. The net value of the certificate obligations is $30,233,267 and is
supported with assets sufficient in amount to meet all obligations as they occur
with a safety margin of $796,340 over the statutory requirements. Total benefits
paid to members since inception= $66,006,923.

Personal Information
Privacy Statement

As a fraternal benefit society, Baptist Life Association has been committed to supporting and insuring
Christians since 1883. The products and services we provide to our members help them strive to meet their
family’s financial and security goals. Protecting personal information and using it in a manner consistent with
member expectations is a priority for everyone on the Baptist Life team. In order to foster even greater confidence in the quality products and services we provide, and to meet the requirements of federal legislation and
related State regulations, Baptist Life embraces the following personal information privacy-related principles:

Baptist Life will collect the personal information that is necessary to
conduct our business. This means we will collect information required to
competently underwrite and service our life insurance and annuity certificates.
We obtain personal information on members and applicants from membership
and application forms from information about transactions with us (such as
premium payments, loans, claims, etc.), from medical practitioners (as authorized by you), from consumer reporting agencies, and from various other legal
sources.
Baptist Life will protect member personal information. This means we will
train our employees in the proper handling of non-public personal information.
Access to a member’s file will be restricted to those employees working with
that file. We will maintain reasonable internal security procedures and safeguards that comply with federal and state regulations to protect member
information in our files and computers from unauthorized disclosure.
Baptist Life members will have access to their information. This means
members have the right to review their account information and make changes
permitted by law and/or regulation which will assist us in maintaining complete
and accurate records. In order to further protect member privacy, inquirers will
be required to identify themselves to the satisfaction of the Association before
information will be disclosed to them.

business partners to enable us to administer the products and services we
provide, or when required by government. We will not disclose non-public
personal information to any other party, except as legally permitted, or as
required by law or regulation. Further, we will not share any personal medical
information, except as required by law or regulation, or as the member may
direct. Under no circumstances will the Association authorize any member
information to be sold for telemarketing purposes.
Baptist Life will partner with businesses that follow strict confidentiality
standards. This means we will carefully develop business relationships built
on mutual trust and information confidentiality. Privacy language will be written
into contracts and vendor service agreements, where appropriate, to communicate this privacy policy, and to emphasize that use of any personal non-public
information disclosed is limited to its intended and legally permitted use.
Baptist Life will inform its members of changes in privacy policy.
This means we will communicate to our members any change(s) in our privacy
policy at least 30 days prior to implementation, and will give members the
option to elect not to allow the sharing of their non-public personal
information with non-affiliated third parties if appropriate. In any case, the
Association will, at least once per year, communicate its privacy policy to all
members as required by current regulation.
P-065-0401

Baptist Life will only share personal information under limited
circumstances. This means we will share personal information with our

News & Views | Spring + Summer 2013

7

Baptist Life Association
8555 Main Street
Buffalo NY 14221-7494

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
BUFFALO, NY
PERMIT NO. 205

It’s never too late to plant your tree.

