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I want to encourage you to have special conversations daily with
God asking him to guide you as you put His money to work on His
behalf. It is ALL His, you know. Think about this question: Does
God really need us to minister to His money by loving it, nurturing
it, and making it grow, or would He rather have us use His money to minister to His loved
ones on His behalf?
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We all love God, right? Well, sometimes the way we manage money indicates that we love
His money more than Him. We often act like owners instead of stewards. Shouldn’t the
way we handle finances indicate that we love and trust God unconditionally? When we
invest His dollars, should we be overly concerned with the rate of return (ROR)? While
ROR is very important, as the true creator and owner of every Dollar, Euro, Pound, Franc,
Rouble, Peso, Yuan and Yen in the world, is God’s primary concern rate of return? I don’t
think so, at least not by the world’s definition.
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God wants us to be Biblically responsible investors and consumers. Biblically Responsible
Investing (BRI) is a function of stewardship and an act of worship where Christians put God's money
to work on His behalf in a manner consistent with His values. We are stewards of God’s money
and possessions, not owners. We demonstrate our stewardship (good or bad) with every
penny we spend, save, give, or invest. Is the way you manage money consistent with God’s
values?
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At Baptist Life Association, we make every reasonable effort to invest member assets
Biblically. We use tools like: Screen It Clean It (www.screenit-cleanit.com) and the
eVALUEator (www.secure.evalueator.com) to avoid investing in the alcohol, gaming, adult
entertainment, and abortion industries or in organizations that overtly support the antifamily same sex lifestyles. We then invest His increase in outreach projects all over the globe
that are designed to win the lost and add to His Kingdom.
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Again friends, we are ALL stewards of God's resources. Are we working, spending, saving,
and investing to be rich or be richly rewarded by our Lord?
Because He lives,
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Check out Baptist Life’s 2014-2015 scholarship
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Fact or Fiction Questions
Can you distinguish between fact or fiction?

Chef’s Corner

Winter Wonderland Cookies

Christmas and Holiday Cookie Decorating Ideas
Source: www.realsimple.com/holidays-entertaining

Warm Woolen Mitten Cookies
Using a tube of red cookie icing, outline
and fill in the mitten. Place large sugar
snowflakes across the bottom, then sprinkle with red
coarse sanding sugar. Let dry.

Using a tube of white cookie icing, outline the
ornament, then draw 2 branches; place a sugar
cardinal on each. Add dots of icing all over the
cookie and place a small
sugar snowflake on
each dot. Let dry.
Tie with a ribbon.
(Note: To make a hole in the
cookie, punch it with a straw
before baking.)

O Tannenbaum Cookies
Using a tube of green cookie icing, outline and fill in the
tree (but not the trunk). Sprinkle with holly sprinkles.
Using a tube of red cookie icing, outline and fill in the
trunk. Let dry.

Painted Candy Cane Cookies
Using a tube of white cookie icing, outline
and fill in the candy cane. Alternate red and
green sugar disks (fancy name: quins) down
the center of the cookie, then sprinkle with
white nonpareils. Let dry.

ATTENTION!
Christian Financial Service Professionals
The National Association of
Christian Financial Consultants
is looking for new members! The goal of the NACFC is
to teach, train, equip and encourage members to utilize
Biblical principles as we counsel our clients in the
handling of money and property, i.e., Biblical Stewardship.
If you would like your financial
advisor to be part of the
NACFC, please have them go to
www.nacfc.org or have them
call 1-877-966-2232.

Missing Members
Please contact our Accounting Department at
800-227-8543 extension 420 to help us in
locating these missing members.

Thomas A. Butterfield (Jenison, MI)
Leah M. Martin (Glendale, CA )
Jeremiah Mettler (W ooster, OH)
Dolores M. Pidgeon (Jacksonville, FL)
Gwendolyn Melger (La Grange, IL)
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FOCUS ON MISSIONS

Agua Viva Serves
Randall Baptist Church
Respire Haiti
The Richbart Family
The Richbart family, on
behalf Randall Baptist
Church in Williamsville,
N.Y., spent a week in
Gressier, Haiti this past
spring to work with a
mission’s organization
called “Respire Haiti.”
This is Randall Baptist
Church’s
fourth
mission’s team to travel
to Gressier. Each time they go to Haiti, they are amazed to see how
God is working through Respire Haiti.
The family served by teaching English and bible classes, assisting in
cultivating a large vegetable garden, and interacting with many
children and adults.
Specifically, Hannah Richbart led a
photography class
and Aaron and Dan
Richbart taught bible
classes.
They
witnessed firsthand
that God is at work in
Haiti.
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Los Chiles, Costa Rica
2014 Summer VBS Program
This missionary assisted Vacation Bible School
provides a safe place for the largely
unsupervised children of Los Chiles, Costa
Rica to participate in enriched educational
activities that instill Christian Values.

Baptist Life Association supports
various missions and ministries
through Ministry Funding
Matching Grant programs

3D Missions
Oaxaca, Mexico
Colleen and McKayla Parrott
Mother (Colleen) and daughter
(McKayla) joined a team with 3D
Missions which spent a week in
Oaxaca, Mexico serving the
surrounding destitute communities by
participating in a variety of service
projects.
Colleen and McKayla
specifically assisted in serving lunch to
children, performing dramas/songs,
leading arts and crafts, and participating
in sports camps while simultaneously
sharing the love of Christ. “God was
not just using us to help the people of
Oaxaca, but transforming
the
individuals that comprised our
mission’s team,” stated Colleen.

ABWE
(Association of Baptists for World Evangelism)
Africa Missions
Baptist Life was honored to provide a matching grant to
ABWE Africa Missions. ABWE Africa Missionaries, Giles
Sigler and his family, went to West Africa this spring to assist in
the construction of a water well. When completed, this well
will bring forth the most basic element of survival, fresh, clean
water to over 700,000 local residents. Taking part in providing
a water well is a tangible expression of caring for occupants of
this area and a catalyst for Giles and his family to reach lost
souls for Christ.
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Top Book Picks
LOVE DOES by Bob Goff

As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you.
One benefit program allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs,
gifts, and more at a significant discount with free shipping directly to
you! The items highlighted below are just a few examples of the
thousands of titles that can be ordered through this program.
Consider using this benefit to purchase gifts for Christmas! Call the
Baptist Life Member Benefits Department at 800-227-8543 extension
418 or email memberbenefits@baptistlife.org to learn more about
items available or to place orders.
*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only.
Discount prices are accurate as of September 19, 2014 and are
subject to change. Contact the Home Office to verify current prices.

Discount price: $11.04
Paperback | 224 pages

Fearless by Max Lucado

In this book of compelling stories
coupled with eye-opening truths, Goff
shows a new way to live, a way that's
drenched with the whimsy of God's
love and the spontaneity of following
where he leads.

Appointments with Heaven
by Dr. Reggie Anderson
Discount price: $10.39 | Paperback | 320 pages

Dr.
Reggie
Anderson reveals
how what he's
seen, heard, and
experienced has
shaped what he
believes about
living and dying.

by Nicola Graimes
Discount price: $11.69 | Hardcover | 128 pages

This lively collection encourages kids to
consider what they eat and how it affects
their bodies, without being preachy. With
more than 100 recipes
f r o m
y u m m y
interpretations
of
classics to brand-new
ideas, this book can
help turn eating into a
delicious treat. Full
color.
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Each sunrise seems to
bring fresh reasons for fear.
Imagine your life, wholly
untouched by angst. What
if faith, not fear, was your default reaction
to threats? Envision a day, just one day,
where you could trust more and fear less.
Can you imagine your life without fear?

We can face the
passing of our loved
ones
with
the
courage
and
confidence that we
will see them again;
and how we can
each prepare for our
own
"appointment
with heaven."

Kids’ Fun and Healthy Cookbook
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Discount price: $10.39
Paperback | 228 pages

Baby’s First Bible
Nelson Bibles

Discount price: $12.99
Pastel Paper Over Board
1074 pages

This baby's keepsake Bible,
with an “aww” factor,
features flocked packaging
and a Bible cover with the
precious duckie designs by
licensed
artist
Beverly
Luedecke. Each tip-in page
has a unique design sharing
a Scripture message for
baby in the sweetest way.

Heaven is for Real
by Todd Burpo
Discount price: $11.04
Paperback | 163 pages

Heaven is for real, and
you are going to like it!
Colton Burpo came
back from his trip to
heaven with a very
important
message:
Jesus
really
loves
children. This runaway
bestseller is now told
from Colton, kid to kids!

Scholarship Winners

2014 & 2015
Academic Year

Top left

Jeremy Goossen

Top Right

Jessica Howe

LeTourneau University

J

eremy is majoring in Mechanical
Engineering. Upon completion of
his bachelor degree (and as the son
of missionaries and born in Kenya),
Jeremy will be open to seeking
employment opportunities overseas, or in
the United States.

Bob Jones University

J

essica embarks on this new adventure far from family, friends and
her life in Italy. Her current collegiate plans are to study Criminal
Justice. Although uncertain of what career she would like to pursue,
becoming an investigator may be a viable option.

Middle

Dalton Sweet
Houghton College

D

alton is majoring in
International Development
and Business
Administration. He will play soccer
for the Highlanders and participate
in Houghton College’s Honors
Programs. After college, his
objective is to live in a third world
country utilizing his knowledge and
experience to alleviate poverty,
hunger, and other relevant problems
through entrepreneurial ventures
while simultaneously spreading the
gospel.
Bottom Left

Naomi Goossen
Grace University

N

aomi is a Secondary History Education major with plans to
obtain an endorsement to teach ESL (English as a Second
Language). Prior course work in Biblical and International
studies have established a solid academic foundation that will prove
valuable following graduation and entering the workforce. Naomi’s
future plan is to teach at Sahel Academy in Niamey, Niger.
We are pleased to provide five $1,000 scholarships
annually to insured members of Baptist Life Association.
Students who are insured by Baptist Life are encouraged
to apply for a 2015-2016 scholarship. Applications are
available online at www.baptistlife.org, and will be
accepted from January 1 through May 1, 2014. Please
contact the home office with any questions at
1-800-227-8543 ext. 418.

Bottom Right

Emily Spina
University at Buffalo

E

mily is a Linguistics Major with
minors in Chinese and Education.
Prior experiences in traveling to
Eastern Asia has strengthened her goals in
pursuing her chosen areas of study. In the
future, she plans to obtain a graduate
degree in ESL education, thus broadening
her future career opportunities globally.
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FACT or FICTION ????

?

Sugar makes kids hyper. Fiction. Numerous studies demonstrate that sugar doesn’t
affect behavior. Even though science debunks this myth, many adults continue to
believe it.
You lose most of your body heat through your head. Fiction. There is nothing special
about the head and heat loss. Any part of your body that is exposed to cold temperatures will
decrease a body’s core temperature.
If you get a bee sting, you must take out the stinger. Fact. There is venom in a
stinger. Venom creates the painful response, after a bee sting. It does not matter how
you remove the stinger; just remove it quickly!
Cold weather makes you sick. Fiction. In studies of cold transmission, people who are
chilled are no more likely to get sick than those who were not. Cold weather does not
directly cause illness.
If you swallow your gum, it will take seven years to digest. Fiction. When you swallow gum,
your digestive system treats the gum like any other food. The “resin” in gum (which makes it
chewy) does not break down in your digestive system, so your digestive track moves it along until
it is eliminated.
Source: Dr. Carroll, A.E. and Dr. Vreeman, R.C. (2009). Don’t Swallow Y our Gum! Myths, Half-Truths and Outright Lies About
Your Body and Health. New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press.

