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It is believed that there were about 5,000 believers during the
time of Christ. Among those believers, it is thought there were
three types:
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1. The Disciples. Twelve men who identified with Jesus. Men
who lived the life that Jesus lived. Each of these ultimately
died in difficult circumstances. They experienced the
hardships, the miracles, and the fellowship with God in human
form.
2. The Followers. A group estimated to be about 500 who
actually followed Him and served Him.
3. Those who came to Jesus just for salvation. This was the
largest group, the “what’s in it for me” group.
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If you had to say which group best represents your life, which one would you fall into? Have
you come to God with your arms out stretched and hands wide open just wanting salvation
from an eternity in hell? Are you following God and serving Him when it’s convenient to do
so? Or are you a disciple that identifies completely with the life and mission of the Savior?
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Jesus has called each of us to identify with Him completely.
"This is how we know we are in Him: Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”
—1 John 2:5b-6

Postmaster: Please send address changes to:
Baptist Life 8555 Main St, Buffalo, NY 14221-7494.

God also wants us to walk with Him, accomplishing His work in His strength on His behalf.
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
unto you.”—Matthew 6:33
“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your paths, and commit your work unto
the Lord and your thoughts will be established.” —Proverbs 3:6, 16:3
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Read the letter from the President while
you also read about what’s in this issue of
the News & Views!

“For what does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk with your
God.” —Micah 6:8
Choose to be a disciple. Experience His power and love in your life as you learn to walk with
God today. As you represent Him in all aspects of your life, others will see the hope and joy of
Christ that lives within you.
"And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who
died for them and was raised again." —2 Corinthians 5:15

Jeffery A. Armstrong
President
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Find out how you or someone you know
could be eligible for a college scholarship!
Can you help us find these members? And
don’t forget to check out Chef’s corner!

Check out some of these top sellers and
favorites available to you with a discount.
Books, bibles, music, games and more –
don’t miss out!

Review Baptist Life’s Annual Financial
Report, Personal Information Privacy
Statement, and an important notice to
members residing in New York State.

Missing Members
Please contact our Accounting Department at 800-227-8543
extension 420 to help us locate these members. Last known
locations are listed below.

2014-2015 Scholarships!
Baptist Life awards thousands of dollars in annual
scholarships to full-time undergraduate and graduate
students. Eligible students must have been covered on
their own Baptist Life certificate or a Baptist Life rider for
at least two years prior to applying. Applications are due
by May 31, 2013 and are available by contacting Member
Benefits Coordinator Crystal Russell at 800-227-8543
extension 418 or by visiting www.baptistlife.org/benefits
and downloading the application as a PDF file.

Chef’s Corner:
Simple & Fun Easter Treats!

Thomas A. Butterfield (Jenison, MI)
Leah M. Martin (Glendale, CA)
Jeremiah Mettler (Wooster, OH)
Dolores M. Pidgeon (Jacksonville, FL)
Lillie Mae Platt (Crockett, TX)
Ora Pudder, Jr. (Sugar Grove, PA)
Dennis W. Wild (Warren, MI)

Attention Christian Financial
Service Professionals!
The National Association of Christian Financial Consultants (NACFC) is
looking for new members!
The goal of the NACFC is to teach, train, equip and encourage
members to utilize Biblical principles as we counsel our clients in the
handling of money and property, i.e., Biblical Stewardship.
If you are interested in additional information about the NACFC and
joining, please go to www.nacfc.org or call 1-877-966-2232.

Cheeto Carrots, M&M Carrot Cupcakes, Broccoli and
Carrots Carrot, Chocolate Covered Strawberry
Carrots and Peep Shish-Kabobs!

4-5

Missions: In Your Own Backyard & Around the World
Read about some of the ministries and mission projects
Baptist Life has been honored to support in 2013!
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Focus on M
Bob Wiss

Baptist Life was honored to support Bob Wiss as he
traveled to the Dominican Republic for a missions trip
through Score International and Son Rays Ministries. In
February 2013, Baptist Life had the opportunity to provide additional financial
assistance to Bob from Harris Hill Baptist Church in Williamsville, NY. Here is
an excerpt from the update we received from Bob over the summer.

“Let me begin by saying thank you to all of you who have helped to
make this my first mission trip a possibility through your prayer and
financial support. In many ways your contribution was multiplied and
needy people helped. For example, other team members in need of
funds were helped because I was blessed with extra funding for my
basic trip needs, and whatever was surplus went to food and supplies
to the people of this SCORE International Dominican Republic
mission outreach. Another exciting point to bring up is that we have just heard that the D.R. mission efforts and prayers
of our women team members from Son Rays for local brothel women resulted in a local brothel being recently closed
down. The extra good news is that the brothel owner received Christ and moved into the Lily House. The Lily House is a
SCORE home for formerly abused women.” —Bob
For more information about Score International, please see www.scoreinternational.org and for more information on Son Rays
Ministries, please see www.sonraysministries.org.

The Chapel at Crosspoint’s Movi Haiti Missions Trip:
In June 2013, Baptist Life was honored to support over 20 high school students going on
the Movi Haiti Missions Trip through Mission of Hope Haiti. Through donations received
and matched by Baptist Life, more than $10,000 was raised in support of their trip!

The group of students visited four Haitian villages in close proximity to one
another to bring the hope and reality of the gospel into their midst. They
participated in various compassion related activities related to fresh water,
medical/nutritional, as well as educational. They also presented the gospel through various skits and music.
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issions:
Door of Hope International:
Baptist Life was honored to support Door of Hope International as they raised funds to give
Christmas gifts to needy children in Bulgaria, Pakistan, India and many devastated Syrian
refugees in Turkey and Lebanon. In December 2013, Baptist Life had the opportunity to
provide additional financial assistance to Door of Hope International and through donations
received and matched by Baptist Life, more than $4,000 was raised in support of their project!
For more information about Door of Hope International, please visit www.dohi.org.

Harris Hill United Methodist’s Go! Ministry:
Baptist Life was honored to support Harris Hill’s Go! Ministry in April 2013 through funds
donated and matched by Baptist Life.

Harris Hill's GO! Ministry is an outlet of the Mission Barn in Eastbrook, PA. The
focus of the ministry is to collect, assemble and distribute United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) relief kits. The ministry was officially adopted at
Harris Hill in 2013. Harris Hill is the only drop off site in Western NY/Niagara
Frontier District and is ready to assist in a matter of hours. Baptist Life’s
matching grant helped raise the funds to jumpstart Harris Hill’s Go! Ministry
which will provide Health Kits, Cleaning Kits, Bedding Kits, School Kits, Sewing
Kits, Birthing Kits, and Layette Kits to people directly affected in disasters
around the world.
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations .” — Matthew 28:19a
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As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you.
One benefit program allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs, gifts,
and more at a significant discount with free shipping directly to you! The
items highlighted below are just a few examples of the thousands of
titles that can be ordered through this program. Consider using this benefit to purchase gifts for all occasions! Call the Baptist Life Member Benefits Department at 800-227-8543 extension 418 or email memberbenefits@baptistlife.org to learn more about items available or to place
orders.
*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only. Discount prices are
accurate as of March 13, 2014 and are subject to change. Contact the Home Office to
verify current prices.

Heaven Is For Real: A Little Boy’s
Astounding Story of His Trip to
Heaven and Back

You Lost Me: Why Young Christians Are
Leaving Church… and Rethinking Faith
By David Kinnaman & Aly Hawkins

By Todd Burpo & Vincent Lynn

Discount price: $11.69 | Hardcover | 254 Pages

Discount price: $11.04 | Paperback | 163 Pages

Based on new research, this insightful book offers
suggestions on how to help young people develop
and maintain a vibrant faith that they embrace rather
than toss away.

Jesus Calling: Enjoying
Peace In His Presence

This is the true story of Colton Burpo, the
four-year old son of a small-town Nebraska
pastor who during emergency surgery slips
from consciousness and enters heaven.

The Five Love Languages: The
Secret to Love That Lasts
By Gary Chapman

By Sarah Young

Discount price: $9.74 | Paperback | 201 pages

Marriages may be made in heaven, but they
must be nurtured here on earth. Dr. Chapman
explains how people communicate love in
different ways, and shares the wonderful
things that happen when men and women
learn to speak each other's language.
Discount price: $10.39 | Hardcover | 382 Pages

After many years of writing in her
prayer journal, missionary Sarah
Young decided to "listen" to God with
pen in hand, writing down whatever
she believed He was saying to her.

Big Nate: In the Zone
By Lincoln Peirce
Discount price: $9.09 | Hardcover | 216 pages

Nate's not having the best of luck-- in fact; he's not
having ANY luck. But with a little boost thanks to
Chad's lucky foot, suddenly good luck is everywhere Nate turns! Nate's in the zone! But how
long will it last?
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The Circle Maker: Praying Circles
Around Your Biggest Dreams and
Greatest Fears
By Mark Batterson
Discount price: $9.74 | Paperback | 240 pages

Do you ever sense that there’s far more to prayer,
and to God’s vision for your life, than what you’re
experiencing? It’s time you learned from the legend
of Honi the Circle Maker—a man bold enough to
draw a circle in the sand and not budge from inside
it until God answered his prayers for his people.
What impossibly big dream is God calling you to
draw a prayer circle around? Sharing inspiring
stories from his own experiences as a circle maker,
Mark will help you uncover your heart’s deepest
desires and God-given dreams and unleash them
through the kind of audacious prayer that God
delights to answer.

2013 Annual Financial Report
Total membership is over 6,300 and life insurance in force is $170.7 million.
During 2013, life insurance and annuity benefits of $2.3 million and fraternal
benefits of $30,685 were distributed to members.

Baptist Life Association
STATEMENT OF CONDITION
December 31, 2013
ASSETS

LIABILITIES & SURPLUS

Bonds…………….............$29,016,083

Certificate Reserves…....$29,690,389

Stocks…………………………….....41,034

Claims in Process………….….…120,965

Cash and Short-Term
Investments…………..………...531,878

Advances & Deposits…..….…...12,838

Certificate Loans…….…...…..821,249

Expenses Due & Accrued….....52,855

Investment Income
Due and Accrued…….….…….442,202

Interest Maintenance
Reserve & Asset
Valuation Reserve…..….……..234,276

Deferred and Uncollected
Premiums………….…….……....118,544

Helping Hand Fund…..…...….....4,703

Computer Equipment.…..…...16,804
Other Assets………………….……..5,000

Total Liabilities

Notice to
Members
Residing in
New York
State

The New York State Department of
Financial Services requires that we inform
you that if you have an insurance certificate
with Baptist Life which may contain a cash
surrender value, you may obtain
information regarding such cash value by
writing to Baptist Life Association, 8555
Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14221-7494.

30,116,026

Reserve for Contingent
Liabilities…………………...……...20,000
Unassigned Funds………..……856,768

Total Assets

$30,992,794

Total Surplus
Total Liabilities
& Surplus

876,768
$30,992,794

The certificate obligations of the Society, as of December 31, 2013, have been valued in
accordance with the provisions of the Insurance Laws of the State of New York. The net
value of the certificate obligations is $29,811,354 and is supported with assets sufficient in
amount to meet all obligations as they occur with a safety margin of $876,768 over the
statutory requirements. Total benefits paid to members since inception = $68,279,234.

Personal Information
Privacy Statement

As a fraternal benefit society, Baptist Life Association has been committed to supporting and insuring
Christians since 1883. The products and services we provide to our members help them strive to meet their
family’s financial and security goals. Protecting personal information and using it in a manner consistent with
member expectations is a priority for everyone on the Baptist Life team. In order to foster even greater confidence in the quality products and services we provide, and to meet the requirements of federal legislation and
related State regulations, Baptist Life embraces the following personal information privacy-related principles:

Baptist Life will collect the personal information that is necessary to
conduct our business. This means we will collect information required to
competently underwrite and service our life insurance and annuity certificates.
We obtain personal information on members and applicants from membership
and application forms, from information about transactions with us (such as
premium payments, loans, claims, etc.), from medical practitioners (as authorized by you), from consumer reporting agencies, and from various other legal
sources.
Baptist Life will protect member personal information. This means we will
train our employees in the proper handling of non-public personal information.
Access to a member’s file will be restricted to those employees working with
that file. We will maintain reasonable internal security procedures and safeguards that comply with federal and state regulations to protect member
information in our files and computers from unauthorized disclosure.
Baptist Life members will have access to their information. This means
members have the right to review their account information and make changes
permitted by law and/or regulation which will assist us in maintaining complete
and accurate records. In order to further protect member privacy, inquirers will
be required to identify themselves to the satisfaction of the Association before
information will be disclosed to them.

business partners to enable us to administer the products and services we
provide, or when required by the government. We will not disclose non-public
personal information to any other party, except as legally permitted, or as
required by law or regulation. Further, we will not share any personal medical
information, except as required by law or regulation, or as the member may
direct. Under no circumstances will the Association authorize any member
information to be sold for telemarketing purposes.
Baptist Life will partner with businesses that follow strict confidentiality
standards. This means we will carefully develop business relationships built
on mutual trust and information confidentiality. Privacy language will be written
into contracts and vendor service agreements, where appropriate, to communicate this privacy policy, and to emphasize that use of any personal non-public
information disclosed is limited to its intended and legally permitted use.
Baptist Life will inform its members of changes in privacy policy.
This means we will communicate to our members any change(s) in our privacy
policy at least 30 days prior to implementation, and will give members the
option to elect not to allow the sharing of their non-public personal
information with non-affiliated third parties if appropriate. In any case, the
Association will, at least once per year, communicate its privacy policy to all
members as required by current regulation.
P-065-0401

Baptist Life will only share personal information under limited
circumstances. This means we will share personal information with our
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It’s never too late to plant your tree.

