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Welcome
The Perfect Storm
Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered
with the waves. But He was asleep. Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” But He
said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great
calm. So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?” Matthew 8:23-27
We are witnessing significant change in our nation’s culture. No Christian with access to the internet, a television, radio, or
newspaper can doubt that we are sailing toward a perfect economic, political, and moral storm that will not pass without
causing serious damage worldwide. As Christians, we should not expect to weather this storm by continuing life as usual. This
storm is the perfect opportunity for Christians to share the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. While the storm rages
on around us, there are several steps we can take that will position us for great success God’s way.
Establish who it is you live for, and who it is you represent in every activity. As Christians, bought and paid for by
the blood of Jesus Christ, ALL that God has entrusted to us is His. He owns us, the job is His, the friends are His, the coworkers are His, and family members are His. The paycheck and what it buys is His; everything is His. We are not independent
life owners, we are life stewards and personal representatives of the Lord Most High on whom we depend on to supply ALL
of our needs. As Christians, we should not attempt to represent ourselves as we live, but instead, represent God in serving
Him in EVERYTHING we do with excellence.
Differentiate. While differentiation is a popular issue with business professionals trying to market their services, most people
do not have a clue what it is or how to accomplish it. For the Christian, real life differentiation provides a foundation on which
we build purposeful relationships.
Differentiation has nothing to do with what we think about ourselves. Differentiation is about how those individuals whom
God places in our path think of us. Understanding that God purposefully puts His people into our lives is the first step. The
second step is to position ourselves so when people look at us, they see God working. How can we as Christians position
ourselves? How can we really be different?
As I mentioned above, being a life owner is the world’s way. Instead, become a whole life steward and personal representative
of the Lord Most High within our sphere of influence. If he/she is honest, the average Christian today will tell you that their
real goal is to acquire an increasing amount of money and to own it and the materials it buys. The real goal of a life steward is
to serve God, to accomplish His will, and to serve Him with excellence on His behalf in all that we do. This can’t be just words
we speak. We must be genuine by not just talking the talk, but walking the walk as well. We must recognize that when we
choose to differentiate ourselves in this manner, we move into a glass house. After all, that is the purpose isn’t it, to let all see
God in how we live?
Employ Biblical Life Stewardship principles with every interaction and life experience. It’s not your friend, co-worker, or family
member; it’s God’s friend, co-worker, or family member. It’s not your money; it’s God’s money. It’s not your car, home, and
“stuff”; it’s God’s car, home, and “stuff”. This can be a difficult mindset and concept to fully grasp and communicate to those
with whom God calls us to interact. The absolute best tool I know of that will help you gain a deep understanding of Biblical
Stewardship is the Biblical Stewardship Series. You can learn more about this valuable series at www.biblicalstewardship.org/.
Always follow through. Many Christians seem to have a difficult time keeping their promises. Whenever you say, “We’ll
take care of that right away,” “I’ll get back to you tomorrow,” or “I’ll have it for you by Tuesday,” you can stand out from the
life owners by keeping your word on God’s behalf. The lack of follow through is destructive because it causes delays, confuses
and disrupts. It demoralizes our friends, co-workers and family members who shouldn’t have to put up with it, and it
disappoints our Lord. If we represent God when we interact with those God puts into our path, shouldn’t our “yes” be yes
and our “no” be no? Promising big and over-delivering is God’s way.
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Communicate effectively. To be effective, we need to understand what communication is and is not. Communication is not sending e-mail to a list of
people, sending snail mail to a list of addresses, or posting material on Facebook. These are examples of tools we use to communicate. Communication is a
two-way process in which there is an exchange and progression of thoughts, feelings or ideas towards a mutually accepted goal or direction. If you want to
stand out from the crowd, make sure the average person is able to understand God’s message. It is equally as important to ensure that you are delivering the
message that God cares about your friends, co-workers, and family members, and their financial, physical and most of all, spiritual needs.
Do not be afraid. As a sinner saved by grace, you are God’s life steward and personal representative. He loves you and promises to protect you and supply
ALL your needs. The Bible says in II Timothy 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of a sound mind.” If fear doesn’t come from God, then
where does it come from? Satan! God created in each of us a place in our minds for both faith and trust, or for fear. As the storm rages, we are given the
choice to either have faith and trust God, or be afraid. Right now the world around us is very afraid. As His life stewards, we must choose faith and let those
friends, co-workers, and family members see us exercise our faith by trusting Him.
When I think about the storm that rages around us, I like to sing a great Southern gospel song titled “He Calms Me.” There is a powerful message in the chorus:
“Sometimes He calms the storm and sometimes He calms me.” God can and will say, “Peace, be still” as He did in Matthew 8:23-27. Will He speak to the storm?
Only He knows. He has, however, spoken “Peace, be still” to each one of us. Will we listen? Will we obey?
Sincerely,

Jeff Armstrong, FIC, ACS, CFCA®, FMDC
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Policy Information
Please know that Baptist Life Association really cares for its members. It is our ardent desire to
serve each of you well. To that end, we respectfully ask that you partner with us by:


Making sure that your premium payments arrive at our office by the due date listed on your
premium notice. This prevents extra paperwork on your part, temporary lapses in coverage
or even termination of coverage in some circumstances.



Paying the exact amount reflected on your premium notice. When sending in a check,
please make sure that it is made payable to Baptist Life Association, that both the numeric
and written amounts are the same and your check is signed and dated.



Include your current certificate number(s) (found on your premium notice) in the memo
section of your check. This helps us make sure your payment is applied to the appropriate
insurance and/or annuity contract.



Please note, we do not take payments over the phone.

Sometimes scheduled events occur with your insurance or annuity certificate when we need to
reach you quickly to discuss your options. Please call 1-800-227-8543 ext. 418 to report changes
to your last name, mailing address, telephone number, or email address.

Missing Members
Upcoming Event
Baptist Life Association will hold its
22nd Quadrennial Convention on
August 19, 2016 in Buffalo, New York
at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens.

Please contact Baptist Life Accounting
Department at 800-227-8543 x420 to help us
locate these members.
Jeremiah Mettler (Wooster, OH)
Gwendolyn Melger (La Grange, IL)
Elizabeth Balogh (Spring Lake Park , MN)
Benjamin A. Upton (Beaumont, CA)

Christmas fun facts
The Christmas wreath is symbolic of Jesus.
The red berries symbolize his blood and the
holly represents the crown of thorns.
In 1962, the first Christmas postage
stamp was issued in the United States.

The world’s biggest snowman was
113 feet tall and built in Maine.
Christmas lights were
invented in 1882.

www.softschools.com & www.facts.randomhistory.com
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Missions

Baptist Life Association supports various
missions and ministries through Ministry
Funding Matching Grant programs.

OBO Manobo people
Davao, Philippines
Missionaries: Brain and Beth Schwartz

Recently, a translation of the Bible in the
language of the OBO Manobo people of the
Philippines has been completed, so they may
read the Word of God in their native tongue.

VBS
Nicaragua
Missionaries: The Happy Traveler’s/Eternal Vision

Partnering with Eternal Vision, the
missionaries senior group “The
Happy Travelers” from North
Acres Baptist Church of Knoxville,
Tennessee went to Nicaragua to do
much needed repairs on churches
and schools. Additionally, they
held a vacation bible school. The
Happy Travelers also brought
hygiene items and supplies to
distribute while in Nicaragua.
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2015 Summer VBS Program
Los Chiles, Costa Rica
Missionaries: Aqua Viva Serves, Inc. staff

This missionary assisted Vacation
Bible School provides a safe place
for two months to the largely
unsupervised children of Los
Chiles, Costa Rica to participate in
enrichment educational activities
which instill Christian values.

The missionaries planted various kinds of
papaya, mango and lime trees for twenty families.
Painting a few homes was also on the agenda.

Strategic Village Time
Bercy and Turpin, Haiti
Missionaries: The Chapel

They also purchased
six goats; two goats for
three families. Each
family committed to
give the
first two
offspring back to the
church, so that others
will be able to share in
the gift.

There were four days of mobile clinics in three different communities within Bercy
and Turpin (located in the mountains of Haiti) where there were approximately 400
people who were able to get some degree of medical care.
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As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you.
One benefit allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs, gifts, and
more at a significant discount with free shipping directly to you! The
editor’s favorites below are just a few examples of the thousands of
items that can be ordered through this program. Consider using this
benefit to purchase gifts for Christmas! Call Jennifer at 800-227-8543
x418 or email her at jcoffey@baptistlife.org to learn more about items
available or to place orders.
*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only. Discount prices are accurate as of
October 6, 2015 and are subject to change. Contact the Home Office to verify current prices.

Miracle at the Higher Grounds Café
Max Lucado | Hardcover |192 pages
Discount price: $11.04
After a public split from her NFL superstar
husband, Chelsea takes a bold step out of the
limelight and behind the counter of the Higher
Grounds Cafe, an old-fashioned coffee shop in
dire need of reinvention. But when her courage,
expert planning, and out-of-this-world cupcakes
fail to pay the bills, this newly single mom finds herself desperate for
help. Better yet, a miracle.

Welcome to the New
MercyMe | Compact Disc
Discount price: $7.79
The history-making, Grammynominated band MercyMe is
following up 2012’s The Hurt &
The Healer with their eighth
studio album, the grace-filled
Welcome to the New. The
project signifies a new season
for the group, and is a musical
reminder that we don’t have to
try to please God because He’s
been pleased with us from the
beginning.

Star of Christmas
VeggieTales | DVD
Discount price: $9.00

Jesus Calling
Sarah Young
Hardcover | 382 pages
Discount price: $10.39
Devotions written as if Jesus is
speaking directly to a child's
heart. Based on her original
Jesus Calling, this version has
been adapted in a language
and fashion that kids and
tweens can relate to their
everyday lives.
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Cavis Appythart and Millward Phelps (Bob
and Larry) are putting the finishing touches
on their first Christmas musical. With more
electric lights than London has ever seen,
Cavis is sure his show will "teach London
how to love!" Unfortunately, the local
church Christmas pageant is scheduled for the same night. Which will
London turn out to see? Find out in this Christmas story adventure that
encourages us to love each other. And most importantly, that God
showed the greatest love of all when Jesus was born!

DID YOU KNOW?

Members are able to purchase a variety of bible
covers for adults, teenagers, tweens and children
which would make a great Christmas gift, so call
today! (Shipment is FREE.)

2015 - 2016 Scholarship Winners
Baptist Life is pleased to announce the winners of the 2015-2016 Scholarship
Program. Please keep these students and other Baptist Life members attending
college in your prayers. May God continue to bless them as they serve Him
wholeheartedly.

E

mily Spina
University at Buffalo

As I begin my final year of Undergraduate
education, I look forward to where I will
go from here. After completing my Bachelor's degree
in Linguistics, Chinese, and Theater I have many plans,
including pursuing a Master's degree in ESOL
education at the University at Buffalo and becoming a
certified teacher both in the USA and abroad. I hope
to teach English to children in China for several years
as well as being involved with the Theater program at
a school. This scholarship will help me finish my
Undergraduate studies debt free! Which is an amazing
gift and I truly could not be more grateful and excited
about my future.

J

M

ichael Wallace
Gateway Technical College

God has been leading me to
serve him in a direct way. I don't
know whether that means being a pastor, a
missionary, or something else, but I believe that
going to college will help prepare me for what my
future professional calling is. Working full time,
while attending college, would have cut into my
abilities to serve in my church. However, being a
recipient of this scholarship shifted my financial
situation thus enabling me to work just part–time,
so I will be able to serve my church while
attending college. Receiving this scholarship has
been encouraging in that I know I am heading in
the direction that God would have me go.

eremy Goossen
LeTourneau University

After graduating from LeTourneau University, I
want to be a qualified mechanical engineer, so
that I can glorify God through the products I design. I also
want to assist in missionary work after graduation, either
through my engineering degree or apart from it. With an
engineering degree, I will be able to provide products or
expertise needed on the mission field. Acquiring an
engineering degree could also help me to get a job in a
foreign country while simultaneously doing mission work on
the side. This scholarship will help me to accomplish my
goals by allowing me to keep my college debt to a
minimum so that I can travel where God wants me soon
after college.

B

ethany Burns
Kuyper College

I am working toward a Psychology
degree at Kuyper College. I love
attending school at Kuyper, and I am so
grateful that I am able to receive an education
and help to serve the community. After I
graduate from Kuyper, I plan to continue my
education in graduate studies. Receiving this
scholarship has been a great blessing in my life
as I continue to prepare and plan for my future.

A

utumn Spina
University at Buffalo

This fall I will be happily starting
my first year of college studying
Physics at the University at Buffalo. Although I'm
not entirely sure what career path I want to
pursue when I have completed my degree, I
am excited to see what God's plans will be for
me in the future. I am so thankful for Baptist Life
and this scholarship as it will help me towards
finishing school with as little debt as possible.
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ATTENTION Financial Service Professionals!
The National Association of Christian Financial Consultants is
welcoming new members! The goal of the NACFC is to teach, train,
equip and encourage members to utilize Biblical principles as we
counsel our clients in the handling of money and property, i.e.,
Biblical Stewardship. If you would like your financial advisor to be
part of the NACFC, please have them visit www.nacfc.org or have
them call 1-877-966-2232.

