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Featured Mission
Baptist Life Association was
honored to provide a matching
grant in 2015 to the Ogle
Family, who are missionaries
for SCORE International
serving in the Dominican
Republic, thus enabling them
to raise a total of $66,000 for
the year. Their work is comprised of providing
logistics and administration for a Mission
Training Center, which hosts over 3,500
missionaries each year.
The missionaries
minister to the Dominican people through
several ministries such as: medical/dental
clinics, food distribution center, day schools,
church plants, boy’s home (Josiah’s House) and
sports ministries.

Day School

Josiah’s House Boys Home

Church Planting

Sports Ministries
Medical Clinics

Dental Clinics

Welcome
Who will you represent when you walk into that voting booth?
As life stewards and personal representatives of the Lord Most High, I don’t believe we have a vote, I
believe God does. In America, God has given most adult citizens an opportunity to express His voice
at the polls. As Christians, our mission is to glorify God in everything we do. This includes electing
leaders.



“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God,” 1 Corinthians
10:31, NIV.
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him,” Colossians 3:17, NIV.

As followers of Christ, shouldn’t we go to the ballot box and cast His vote based on what is important
to Him, thus making choices based on His values and not our own inclinations? If Jesus Christ
himself walked into the voting booth, which levers would He pull? For example, would Jesus Christ
vote for someone who is a proponent of abortion (unborn baby murder) if there was a candidate who is
Pro-Life? Do we really think Jesus Christ would vote for a foul mouthed, self-absorbed narcissist with
a long history of weak morality if there was a candidate who knows Him as Savior and might lead on
His behalf with a servant’s heart?
I hear many Evangelical, Born Again Christians question whether or not they will vote. Below are
three common statements I’ve heard, and my responses are as follows:
“The Bible says God chooses our leaders.” - “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities,
for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God,” Romans 13:1, NIV. This does not imply that God chooses individual leaders,
but rather that He gives leaders their authority to lead.
“I don’t think my vote will make a difference.” – Yes, it will. At the very least, it will make a
difference in your relationship with God. Being a steward of His vote is similar to being a steward of
His money. In the story of the three stewards in the book of Matthew, Chapter 25, the servant who
buried his talent in the ground lost it. As a steward of God’s vote, we should put it to work on behalf
of the Master, trusting Him for the results.
“I don’t like any of the candidates.” – We still have a responsibility to cast God’s vote. Sometimes
we just need to “hold our nose” when we vote. Do your homework, pray and vote based on His
values. Vote for the candidate who will be the most likely to lead on God’s behalf and in His
strength. We Christians love to gripe and complain about leadership, or the lack thereof in America
today. Unfortunately, the majority of eligible evangelical voters stayed home during the last two
presidential elections. If these people had gone to the polls and cast God’s vote based upon His
values, it is very possible there would be much less for us to complain about today. We have a God
given responsibility to vote on His behalf. Let’s ALL get to the polls and represent Him well as His
stewards.
Regardless of who America chooses as President of the United States this November, God will still be
on His throne. He IS our leader, and we can trust Him.
See you at the polls.

Jeffery A. Armstrong, FIC, ACS, CFCA®, FMDC
President, Baptist Life Association
President, National Association of Christian Financial Consultants (NACFC)
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Health Corner
Healthy Eating
A healthy diet is an essential component of maintaining a healthy body. Today, there seems
to be a plethora of diet books and plans based on limited or no science; but take heart, there
is a consensus between medical professionals and medical research about the basics of a
healthy diet.
Instead of solely focusing on individual nutrients such as fats, dietary cholesterol, or specific
vitamins, focus on the types of foods you consume and your overall dietary pattern.
Consuming more fruits and vegetables, whole grains, fish and seafood, vegetable oil, beans,
nuts and seeds will be more beneficial to your health. Limit your intake of whole milk and
other full-fat dairy foods, red meat, processed meats, highly refined and processed grains
and sugars, and sugary drinks.
Source: Harvard Medical School
http://www.health.harvard.edu/topics/healthy-eating

Missing Members
Please contact our Accounting Department at
800-227-8543 extension 420 to help us in
locating these missing members.
Their last known locations are listed below:
Gwendolyn Melger (Bradenton, FL)
Genevieve I. Gardner (Inverness, FL)
Russell C. Yerke (Royal Oak, MI)

2016-2017 Scholarship
Information
Baptist Life awards thousands of dollars in
annual
scholarships
to
full-time
undergraduate and graduate students.
Eligible students must have been covered
on their own Baptist Life certificate or a
Baptist Life rider for at least two years
prior to applying. Applications are due by
May 31, 2016 and are available by
contacting Member Benefits Coordinator
Jennifer Coffey at 800-227-8543 extension
418 or by visiting www.baptistlife.org/
benefits and downloading the application
as a PDF file.
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22

nd

Baptist Life Association
Quadrennial Convention

Official Notice
The 22st Quadrennial Convention of Baptist Life Association will be held August 19, 2016 at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens in Depew, NY. In
accordance with the By-laws of the Association, each Christian Service Outreach (CSO) unit is entitled to elect one delegate from among its
members to attend the Quadrennial Convention. Only Baptist Life insured members age 18 or older, who are elected as delegates, are
entitled to vote in the management of the insurance affairs of the Association. CSO delegates must be selected and their names
communicated to the Home Office on or before May 11, 2016 to be eligible for expense reimbursement.
The Convention will commence on Friday evening, August 19th, with dinner at 6:00 P.M. The business portion of the meeting will commence
at 7:30 P.M. when two matters will be considered, namely:
(1) Elect sufficient additional delegates (if necessary) to assure compliance with New York Insurance Law and Article III, Section (2)(d)(1) of
the Association By-laws.
(2) Elect the Baptist Life Board of Directors, the nominees for which are located on page 5 of this newsletter.
Delegates attending the Convention will hear reports from the Baptist Life Management Team on business and benefit issues relevant to the
membership. There will be opportunities to meet and fellowship with the Home Office staff and other Association members. To learn more,
please contact Jennifer Coffey at 800-227-8543 extension 418 or at jcoffey@baptistlife.org.

Can’t join us for the Convention?

Although you may not be able to attend the 22nd Quadrennial Convention, we
would greatly appreciate you taking time to pray not only for this event but
also for the leaders of Baptist Life as they continue to follow God’s direction.

Eternal Vision
Please join Baptist Life Association in welcoming Eternal Vision to the
22nd Quadrennial Convention! Eternal Vision is in their 26th year of ministry and has traveled more than a million miles to perform their music
to thousands of people.
To learn more about Eternal Vision and their music ministry, please visit
www.eternalvision.net.
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Kelly J. Bullis, CPA

Deborah R. Hart

John D. Hunter

Board Member since 2012
Owner
Bullis & Company, LLC
Carson City, NV

Board Member since 2008
VP, Investor Relations
The Timothy Plan
Lakeland, FL

Board Member since 2004
Retired
East Amherst, NY

Judith A. Hatfield

R. Gordon Mooney

2016 First Term Board Nominee
Director of Adoptions
Florida Baptist Children’s Homes
Lakeland, FL

Board Member since 1992
Owner
Print Express
New Castle, PA

Jesse J. Jerge
Board Member since 2012
Loan Operations Manager
Alden State Bank
Tonawanda, NY

Richard H. Murphy

Donald D. Troyer

Steven J. Woodard

Board Member since 1984
Principal
Sheffer, Murphy & White
Attorneys at Law
Williamsville, NY

Board Member since 2012
Owner
Print King, Inc.
Williamsville, NY

Board Member since 1998
CFO/Vice President
Alden State Bank
Alden, NY

2016 Baptist Life Association Board of Director Nominees
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Top Picks

As a Baptist Life member, there are several benefits available to you. One benefit
program allows you to order books, Bibles, DVDs, CDs, gifts, and more at a significant
discount with free shipping directly to you! The items highlighted below are just a few
examples of the thousands of titles that can be ordered through this program. Call the
Baptist Life Member Benefits Department at 800-227-8543 extension 418 or email
memberbenefits@baptistlife.org to learn more about items available or to place orders.
*This benefit program is available to Baptist Life insured members only. Discount prices are accurate
as of April 1, 2016 and are subject to change. Contact the Home Office to verify current prices.

Return to the Hiding Place by Spencer Productions
Discount price: $10.39
DVD | 102 minutes

Corrie Ten Boom's Secret Student Army. The Untold True Story. In WWII Holland, Corrie ten Boom
leads a secret resistance army of untrained university students who navigate a deadly labyrinth of
hijackings, rescue missions, and underground networks to save and transport over 880 Jewish
people in their panicked exodus from death. Watch this harrowing true tale of ordinary students
who dare to resist one of history’s cruelest tyrants, risk their lives for total strangers, and prove that a
handful of devoted young people can change the course of history.

Toddler Bible Songs
by Cedarmont Kids
Discount price: $2.59
Compact Disk | 20 songs
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

7 Women: And the Secret
of Their Greatness
by Eric Metaxas
Discount price: $16.24
Hardcover | 256 pages

Ho, Ho, Ho, Hosanna
Books of the Old Testament
Books of the New Testament
Medley: Jesus Loves the Little Children/Praise Him
Eric Metaxas gives us seven captivating portraits of some of
Lord I Want to Be a Christian
history’s greatest women, each of whom changed the
I Am the Door
course of history by following God s call upon their lives---as
I'm Gonna Sing, Sing, Sing
women. Each of them---Joan of Arc, Susanna Wesley,
God Sees the Little Sparrow Fall
Hannah More, Maria Skobtsova, Corrie Ten Boom, Mother
Be Still and Know
Teresa, and Rosa Parks---is an exemplary model of true
Chatter with the Angels
womanhood.
I Shall Not Be Moved
Ain't-A That Good News!
All Things Bright and Beautiful
Bless the Lord O My Soul
by Don Piper & Cecil Murphey
By and By, We Are Going to See the King
Discount price: $9.74
I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me-Tell Me the Stories
Hardcover | 256 pages
I'll Be Somewhere Listening for My Name
One, Two Three, Four
The mega bestselling true story of
Baby Moses
Don Piper's visit to heaven celeTurn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
brates its tenth anniversary with
this special edition.

90 Minutes In Heaven

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy: A Righteous Gentile
vs. the Third Reich
by Eric Metaxas
Discount price: $12.99
Paperback | 608 pages

In the first major biography of Bonhoeffer in forty years, New York Times best-selling author Eric
Metaxas takes both strands of Bonhoeffer's life of the theologian and the spy to tell a searing
story of incredible moral courage in the face of monstrous evil.
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2015 Annual Financial Report

Total membership is over 5,700 and life insurance in force is $153.2 million. During 2015,
life insurance and annuity benefits of $1.9 million and fraternal benefits of $29,163 were
distributed to members.

Baptist Life Association
STATEMENT OF CONDITION
December 31, 2015
ASSETS

LIABILITIES & SURPLUS

Bonds ........................... $28,963,156

Certificate Reserves .... $28,921,713

Stocks ................................... 34,146

Claims in Process ............... 127,621

Cash and Short-Term
Investments ........................ 325,283

Advances & Deposits ........... 11,326

Certificate Loans ................ 837,485
Investment Income
Due and Accrued ................ 426,800
Deferred and Uncollected
Premiums ............................ 112,154
Computer Equipment ................ 182

The New York State Department of
Financial Services requires that we
inform you that if you have an insurance
certificate with Baptist Life which may
contain a cash surrender value, you may
obtain information regarding such cash
value by writing to Baptist Life
Association, 8555 Main Street, Buffalo,
NY 14221-7494.

Expenses Due & Accrued .... 69,767
Interest Maintenance
Reserve & Asset
Valuation Reserve .............. 321,991
Helping Hand Fund ................ 9,754
Total Liabilities

29,462,172

Other Assets ........................... 5,000

Reserve for Contingent
Liabilities ............................. 20,000

Total Assets

Unassigned Funds ........... 1,222,034

$30,704,206

Notice to
Members
Residing in
New York
State

Total Surplus
Total Liabilities
& Surplus

1,242,034

$30,704,206

The certificate obligations of the Society, as of December 31, 2015, have been valued in
accordance with the provisions of the Insurance Laws of the State of New York. The net
value of the certificate obligations is $29,049,334 and is supported with assets sufficient in
amount to meet all obligations as they occur with a safety margin of $1,242,034 over the
statutory requirements. Total benefits paid to members since inception = $72,764,329.

Personal Information
Privacy Statement

As a fraternal benefit society, Baptist Life Association has been committed to supporting and insuring
Christians since 1883. The products and services we provide to our members help them strive to meet their
family’s financial and security goals. Protecting personal information and using it in a manner consistent
with member expectations is a priority for everyone on the Baptist Life team. In order to foster even greater
confidence in the quality products and services we provide, and to meet the requirements of federal
legislation and related State regulations, Baptist Life embraces the following personal information privacyrelated principles:

Baptist Life will collect the personal information that is necessary to
conduct our business. This means we will collect information required to
competently underwrite and service our life insurance and annuity certificates.
We obtain personal information on members and applicants from membership
and application forms, from information about transactions with us (such as
premium payments, loans, claims, etc.), from medical practitioners (as
authorized by you), from consumer reporting agencies, and from various other
legal sources.
Baptist Life will protect member personal information. This means we will
train our employees in the proper handling of non-public personal information.
Access to a member’s file will be restricted to those employees working with
that file. We will maintain reasonable internal security procedures and
safeguards that comply with federal and state regulations to protect member
information in our files and computers from unauthorized disclosure.
Baptist Life members will have access to their information. This means
members have the right to review their account information and make changes
permitted by law and/or regulation which will assist us in maintaining complete
and accurate records. In order to further protect member privacy, inquirers will
be required to identify themselves to the satisfaction of the Association before
information will be disclosed to them.

Baptist Life will only share personal information under limited
circumstances. This means we will share personal information with our
business partners to enable us to administer the products and services we
provide, or when required by the government. We will not disclose non-public
personal information to any other party, except as legally permitted, or as
required by law or regulation. Further, we will not share any personal medical
information, except as required by law or regulation, or as the member may
direct. Under no circumstances will the Association authorize any member
information to be sold for telemarketing purposes.
Baptist Life will partner with businesses that follow strict confidentiality
standards. This means we will carefully develop business relationships built on
mutual trust and information confidentiality. Privacy language will be written
into contracts and vendor service agreements, where appropriate, to
communicate this privacy policy, and to emphasize that use of any personal non
-public information disclosed is limited to its intended and legally permitted use.
Baptist Life will inform its members of changes in privacy policy. This means
we will communicate to our members any change(s) in our privacy policy at least
30 days prior to implementation, and will give members the option to elect not
to allow the sharing of their non-public personal information with non-affiliated
third parties if appropriate. In any case, the Association will, at least once per
year, communicate its privacy policy to all members as required by current
regulation. P-065-0401
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ATTENTION Financial Service Professionals!
The National Association of Christian Financial Consultants is welcoming new
members! The goal of the NACFC is to teach, train, equip and encourage members to
utilize Biblical principles as we counsel our clients in the handling of money and
property, i.e., Biblical Stewardship. If you would like your financial advisor to be part of
the NACFC, please have them visit www.nacfc.org or have them call 1-877-966-2232.

